
OTLA Phase 6 (English) – Developing responsive teaching strategies (Springboard Sunderland Trust) Page 18 

Case Study 2 - CD testimony  
 

The following documents were chosen as they reference CD’s personal reflection 
on the improvements made throughout their short time in GCSE English classes. 
CD has previously stated a sense of nervousness and fear when speaking out 
loud due to personal barriers and found school was often difficult due to these 
feelings. CD recently completed L1 FS English and has progressed into GCSE 
English following a great rise in confidence. CD is able to contribute a lot to 
lessons, even in spoken elements, and now relishes the challenge of giving their 
own opinion on difficult topical issues. The documents show CD’s thoughts on 
their own barriers and recent progression as well as a personal testimony to the 
great work they are now achieving following the project. 

Documents 

• Questionnaire gauging CD’s barriers to learning 
• CD’s testimony to the improvements made since being promoted to GCSE 

English 
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CD progress report (OTLA Project) 

So far, in the GCSE English, I have found the speaking and listening element easy 
because I like to talk in the group, although this wasn’t always the case. In school, 
I wasn’t confident. I found it quite scary talking in front of others even though 
there was only a few people in the class. Since moving from Functional Skills into 
GCSE English, I have grown in confidence when speaking as there is a lot of 
chances to debate and get my point across. This is something I can do as I feel 
comfortable in the group as it is a good atmosphere where everyone gets a 
chance to speak. 

I find writing the hardest part in English where before I would’ve said it was 
speaking. Now I can say something but when I come to write it down my ideas all 
come at the same time and I often put the wrong thing down on paper. Now, I like 
to talk. I think bullet pointing what I say is something we can do in future and I will 
be setting my own personal target to do this. Jamie has given me the task of 
working on planning one paragraph at a time as I get frustrated when I have all 
these ideas and they don’t make sense on paper. 

I want to prove to everyone that I don’t need to rely on others for help. I think in the 
GSCE English lessons I am definitely doing this. I found it hard at first coming 
from Functional Skills as I was out of my comfort zone but now I am doing well. 
My confidence has improved in speaking but also now I don’t worry about how 
much I write, I care more about the quality of what I write. I like to plan as it helps 
me expand on things. 

I hope in the next 12 months to get a job and I know English can help me achieve 
that. I know that outside of class I will need English in work, in getting work and in 
everyday life. 

 

 

 


