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Appendix 1 - GCSE POD response 
In general terms, we have found the pod service to be really useful and have started 
to build some sessions around them. As part of the project we have utilised it in a 
number of ways: 

• As a starter activity, e.g. on a creative writing workshop with learners using the 
pod to guide amendments to the work 

• Session centric: using a pod on the subject of the session at the start, and 
returning to this throughout, using the multiple choice questions either within or 
at the end of a session (we have also used this alongside the printable versions 
of pods) 

• As a plenary, just to recap on events or coverage of the session 
• As a whole revision session: learners are given pods to complete throughout the 

session and feedback individually-this is often a facilitated part of a session (we 
have 3hr classes) and works well for the workshop duration of the session. 

• Learners have been active outside of college for the first time since we 
introduced Pod last academic year. 

 Key findings, impact and outcomes   

GCSE Pod was used with 3 focal groups consisting of construction and engineering 
students resitting GCSE English Language, with entry point qualifications of grade 1, 
2 or 3. 

Pod Feedback from learners and teachers: 

• Excellent support tool for teachers, engaging learners with subject matter related 
to taught sessions. 

• Revision tool used as starter/plenary/homework, effective in consolidating 
learning in the classroom (a strategy employed after feedback from last year’s 
project). 

• Multiple-choice quizzes, which self-mark, reduce workload for teachers, but offer 
instant feedback for learners. 

• Boost playlists offer extensions on areas learners find difficult, offering further 
support to aid areas of development. 

• Videos are accessible with subtitles for learners who require them. 
• End survey key responses:  

I like the option of working on the GCSE Pod as I can revise for my English at my 
own pace and select what I want to work on: 95% agreed with this statement  
I found answering questions on the GCSE English Pod was helpful: 95% agreed 
I'd recommend that students use the GCSE pod, throughout the year, to help them 
revise for the English exams:95% agreed 
Which part of the GCSE pod did you find the most useful? Videos 27%; Quizzes 
18%; Both the same 45%; Neither 0 
I feel more positive about improving on my exam grade for GCSE English this year: 
91% agreed  
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Mixed response from student researchers’ enquiry: some participants of the 
project found GCSEPOD helpful, and were more interested – those less ‘switched 
on’ were less interested, got the least from it, as exemplified in the following 
comments    

 
o Puts some stuff into context 
o I want to do it because I want to succeed. 
o It’s just another thing to focus on. 
o When I have used it - it does help me 
o Don’t’ like it, no motivation 
o Yes, I think it’s really helping me out - use videos- they help definitely.  
o Tailored videos are boring 
o They help how we plan out writing in the exam. Telling us what we need to add 

in sentences and that’s really helping me out. 
o Don’t really help, used it a bit 
o Extra help, a bit like revision – all good learning in class but then when you go 

home you end up forgetting so being able to go on that just helps. 
o Video doesn’t just tell you what it means – gives you examples, you’re able to 

know what it is but also gives examples as well 
o Yeah. They describe it more, explain it quite a lot, help you understand more. 
o Videos help me understand specific subjects – if I misunderstand something   
o Yeah, easier to listen to than like listening to the teacher going on 

Statistics: 

• 552 total streams by learners (an increase from 357 last year) 
• 100% participation  
• Top performing student accessed 468 pods 
• In-college usage was 87%, with 13% of access outside of college (this was 100% 

inside college last year) 
• Top 3 pods accessed: Reading Fiction and Creative Writing; Reading and Writing 

Skills Identifying Inference; Comparing Texts. All 3 top pods are related to higher-
weighted questions. 

• Cumulative usage made steady growth throughout the project term: learners 
started to use the service more and more. 

Outcomes: 

• Main focal groups have accessed outside of the classroom for the first time 
since the service was introduced, suggesting a further willingness to engage in 
English revision in their own time (behaviour which is traditionally very hard to 
achieve/encourage). 

• 65% increase in streams by learners in project focus, compared to learners in 
18/19. 

• Results analysis, when published, for 44 learners in the focal group (August 2020) 
• Pod service rolled out to whole cohort (where applicable) encompassing an 

additional 410 active users from GCSE English resit courses. 
• Outside of project focus, 259 pods have been accessed, with the top user 

streaming 48 pods thus far. 66% of this access has taken place in college, with 
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33% outside-evidence of Pod impacting on independent learning for learners not 
in project focus. 

• Pod is adding to a culture of independent, focussed, individualised learning for re-
sit learners 

 
  


