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Appendix 2 - Adult Learners Weekly Scaffolding Activities and 
Rationale 

Week Activities and Rationale 

Week 1 Students initially presented, with minimal preparation, for 1 minute 
about a restaurant they have visited.  This task is accessible to all 
learners and a useful lead-in to a diagnostic assessment task of 
writing a restaurant review.   

Week 2 Students present a book which is important to them linking to 
starting point of types of text, features, styles, genre etc. This 
presentation was filmed. This task allowed students to share 
something personal of their choice whilst breaking down barriers to 
presentations. This also consolidated on the introductory lesson 
about types, features and purposes of text. 

Week 3 Watching OSCA training resource example presentations and 
assessing against Level 2 criteria. Adult learners often feel more 
confident once they know exactly what is expected of them and how 
they will be assessed. 

Week 4 Paired introduction writing and presenting an introduction to a 
speech on a topic students felt passionate about following watching 
an example presentation by activist Greta Thurnberg. This was 
because many students identified the hardest part of presenting 
skills as getting started.  

Week 5 Basic PowerPoint skills development and sharing PowerPoint 
template for developing a presentation. All learners in the group 
wanted to use PowerPoint to support their presentations but felt 
that they lacked the IT skills to be able to access this. 

Week 6 1-1s with all students to finalise presentation topic and discuss 
resources, support needed and plan assessment dates. Agreeing 
topics and working together to ensure that topics were not too 
narrow or broad and leant themselves to questions and discussion 
helped learners to feel confident. This also meant that the tutor 
could plan reading and writing activities linked to the weekly 
presentations.  

Week 7 -11 1 or 2 assessed presentations each week at the start of the lesson 
with reading and writing practice following on from presentation 
topics (e.g. presentation topic of 3D printing leading to reading and 
writing tasks around the future of robotic technology.) 

  


