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Appendix 1 – Staff Case Study (Performing Arts) 
 

Being involved in the Culture of Reading project has been a rewarding experience for 
the students in my Performing Arts cohort.  The students engaged with reading the 
Anna Karenina playtext in a way that was thoughtful and considered, evidenced in 
discussions regarding plot, character and style; we read parts of the text together as 
a whole group which encouraged interest and debate. The students were keen to 
watch the film adaptation of the same title and made some good observations 
regarding character interpretation and differences or similarities between the two 
versions. The students demonstrated a keen interest often revisiting particular 
scenes in the text to explore the sub-text. Some students were inspired to read the 
full novel version also, as their interests had been sparked. Some students who read 
regularly spoke of their joy of reading and this inspired those that do not read to 
consider it as a leisure activity. One student bought a book for the first time! The 
cohort also had regular sessions with the Librarian manager who triggered their 
interests in particular poets, reading poems and sharing some analysis of a 
particular work which involved student activities and responses which were at times 
passionate.   

The librarian also introduced novelists and drew attention to a number of classic 
books by reading the first few lines to propose a 'hook' and discussion on what was 
interesting about the introduction. The students were all engaged and motivated by 
the varied sessions which reminded them of the library resources and I believe the 
project detail has resulted in a positive viewpoint from students who may not have 
previously considered reading as something they would do for fun. The drawbacks 
may be that it could take time for students to find a genre of their individual 
interest, perhaps a student led group session focus to discuss favourite books to 
read might be useful. It was great to have the time to try something out. It (the 
project) wasn’t perfect but it was fun! 

  


