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Appendix 3 – Questionnaire 1 
Developing a culture of reading – case study 
The aim of this research is to further understand what/why students read and what 
the barriers to reading are. The information that you complete under each question will 
be anonymised and used to further enhance and encourage a culture of reading at this 
college and at other colleges nationally.  

Please answer the questions as fully as you can: 

1. What do you think the benefits of reading are? (in your own personal life and 
also at college) 

I personally think it helps with your brain and staying focused, when you read you 
have to use your brain and keep your concentration, as well as learning new 
words. 

It helps you to relax and to calm down after a busy day as I feel you do other 
things while watching tv and the tv doesn’t help me to relax but a calm quiet room 
and a book really does help. 

2. What do you believe are the barriers to reading? What might make you not read? 
And what do you think the barriers to reading are for other students? 

My son struggles with his spellings and I know that has a big part in him not 
wanting to read books as he struggles and the books, he can read he finds 
babyish. 

If you haven't been brought up around books or your parents don’t read books 
then you can unintentionally not read because of your environment. Some 
students may find it uncool to read books or their friends say their a geek or loser 
if they read them and it would put them off from wanting to read. 

3. What do you believe the biggest impact on your reading is and why? E.g. school, 
friends, parents etc. 

My mum always read to me as a child before bedtime and I also read a lot at 
school and had books to take home from school so I could read at home. 

I also remember having some books on a tape and id listen to story’s as I was 
going to sleep as a child. 

4. Do you think there is anything more that colleges could do to encourage you and 
other students to read? 

I think the college does well at encouraging us to read, they could offer a sign 
with most recommended books or this week's top books because sometimes I 
fancy a change and it would be nice to read some reconditions from others. 
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5. Is there anything more you would like to add? 

I feel our college does a lot to offer reading to its students and set a good 
example as we have a huge library where we can borrow books and the librarians 
are really helpful. 

On one of our first days we got an induction in the library on the computers and a 
lot was explained about how you could use the library and their systems.  

  


