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Appendix 4 – Questionnaire 2 
Developing a culture of reading – case study 
The aim of this research is to further understand what/why students read and what 
the barriers to reading are. The information that you complete under each question will 
be anonymised and used to further enhance and encourage a culture of reading at this 
college and at other colleges nationally.  

Please answer the questions as fully as you can: 

1. What do you think the benefits of reading are? (in your own personal life and 
also at college) 

Reading daily or weekly has a large impact on young people’s opinion as it 
exposes them to other people’s ideas and thoughts. I think this is a good thing as 
it means they are exposed to not only their parent’s and peer’s thought 
processes, but writes too. I also think it will help them in the long run with school 
as reading is a vital part to any lesson in the curriculum. Another advantage is 
that it opens up your vocabulary and creates a more rounded student. 

2. What do you believe are the barriers to reading? What might make you not read? 
And what do you think the barriers to reading are for other students? 

One of the main barriers I believe to students and adults not reading is social 
media and television. People would much rather not have to concentrate and just 
sit in front of the tv or scroll through Facebook and Instagram then actually 
engage in a book. I think lots of people also say they don’t have time when they 
do, they are just using the time on different things. Something else that may be a 
disadvantage to reading is how easily influenced young people are. Although this 
can be good because they are being opened up to new ideas and thoughts, the 
opinions the author gives could be toxic and the child could think it’s okay. 

3. What do you believe the biggest impact on your reading is and why? E.g. school, 
friends, parents etc. 

I think my biggest influence to read is my parents. They had always read with me 
when I was young and it’s stuck with me into my teen years too. Because I've 
done it from such a young age, it's almost second nature to read at least once a 
day because it’s just what I've grown up doing. However, I don’t think it’s a nature 
vs nurture debate as some children might grow up reading but hate it as an adult. 

4. Do you think there is anything more that colleges could do to encourage you and 
other students to read? 

I think by the time you get to college, if you don’t want to read it shouldn’t be 
forced upon you. You wouldn’t be forced to watch tv or look on social media. 
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16/17/18-year olds can make their own decisions and shouldn’t be forced to do it 
if they don’t want to. 

5. Is there anything more you would like to add? 

  


