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Appendix 5 – Questionnaire 3 
Developing a culture of reading – case study 
The aim of this research is to further understand what/why students read and what 
the barriers to reading are. The information that you complete under each question will 
be anonymised and used to further enhance and encourage a culture of reading at this 
college and at other colleges nationally.  

Please answer the questions as fully as you can: 

1. What do you think the benefits of reading are? (in your own personal life and 
also at college) 

One benefit of reading would be the escape from real life. Many of us have 
trouble that makes us want to be free from the thoughts of the life we are living 
and wish to understand how other people live. With the help of books we can 
have time away from social media, troubles of real life and the time out we need 
to make sure we are taking care of ourselves. 

At college reading can benefit our grades and our studies. Reading books that 
relate to the course or courses we are taking can increase our understanding of 
the subject we are studying. If the book is about something we are going to study 
and you find time to read ahead it gives you the chance to read ahead even more 
allowing yourself to not fall behind and help other people struggling on the 
course. 

2. What do you believe are the barriers to reading? What might make you not read? 

Modern day technology allows us to be open with the idea of social media and 
videos but we forget that the most wonderful thing is a simple paperback book, 
with stories from beyond. Social media seems more interacting and more fun 
that reading a book as a phone offers more than a book shall ever offer. There 
are very few people how like the idea of reading because it takes patience and 
knowledge and so only few invest their time and money getting and reading 
books. 

3. What do you believe the biggest impact on your reading is and why? E.g. school, 
friends, parents etc. 

School opens you up to see books as something fun and helpful and with a whole 
school library at your fingertips you can experience the start of books. I was 
taught to read at school and it is a lesson I always enjoyed because of the fun 
stories and new words I would get to read. My parents wouldn’t read with me 
often as a child as my mother was bring up my new baby sister and my father 
was away at work but me and my older sister both loved to read and so it was her 
that gave me old books and encouraged me to read. I read many books before I 
even stepped into Junior School, like Charlotte’s Web. If it wasn’t for anyone 
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opening me up to free books, I wouldn’t of ever got the chance to enjoy the 
stories. 

4. Do you think there is anything more that colleges could do to encourage you and 
other students to read? 

A competition for whoever can say the most book names every month or ask 
people what books they would like in the college could make more people want 
to read more books they like. A Giveaway at the end of the month, so every book 
you take out equals an entry into the giveaway. Having people like Sarah 
encouraging and talking about certain books that stand out makes people want 
to check them out and see what she means. 

5. Is there anything more you would like to add? 

The library is a very calm and relaxing space and I can find everything I need in 
there and I so would just like to say thank you. 

  


