
 
OTLA Phase 6 (English) – Improving Engagement in 16-19 Study Programmes (Havant and South Downs College) Page 15 

Appendix 6 – Questionnaire 4 
Developing a culture of reading – case study 
The aim of this research is to further understand what/why students read and what 
the barriers to reading are. The information that you complete under each question will 
be anonymised and used to further enhance and encourage a culture of reading at this 
college and at other colleges nationally.  

Please answer the questions as fully as you can: 

1. What do you think the benefits of reading are? (in your own personal life and 
also at college) 

Reading can allow people to further their knowledge and understanding of almost 
everything and for me personally it’s very good at keeping me relaxed in times of 
stress. 

2. What do you believe are the barriers to reading? What might make you not read? 
And what do you think the barriers to reading are for other students? 

One barrier for reading is that it’s not as easy to do as watching a movie or tv 
show. And for other students it might be because books are very long and 
sometimes rather slow. They may rather sit down and watch the hobbit for 3 
hours than read it for 8 or more.  

3. What do you believe the biggest impact on your reading is and why? E.g. school, 
friends, parents etc. 

School has a huge impact on reading because they force you to do it. Because 
your made to read rather than wanting to read it can give young people a dislike 
for books as they associate them with stressful times such as GCSEs. 

4. Do you think there is anything more that colleges could do to encourage you and 
other students to read? 

I think the college could show students the massive amount of different genres 
and styles of books that are out there as many students only pick up a book to 
study and not for their own personal enjoyment. The college should show them 
that there is a genre or style for everyone and they shouldn’t read because they 
have to but because they want to. 

5. Is there anything more you would like to add? 

  


