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Appendix 7 – Focus Group notes 
5/11/2019: Focus group notes: Developing a culture of reading 
What did you think of the play? 

“pretty cool” 

“confusing” 

“pretty old” 

Clarify? – Russian names made it difficult to read. 

 

Did you prefer the play (book) or film? 

Preferred the book as the film was different to the book and I am ‘more of a book 
person’ 

Majority agreed that the book was better.   

“The film cut part out of it”. 

 

A few disagreed and preferred the film 

“every now and then” (reads) 

 

When do you read? 

Evening before bed, it helps me to ‘switch off’ 

Try to read in the evening but don’t have ‘the focus’.  Is easier to look at a screen. 

Read on holiday 

 

Do you find reading enjoyable? 

“love it” 

Yes - majority 

“yes, if I like the book” 

 

How many pages do you give it?  

“80”  

Others mentioned they gave it less 

 

Do you read books or online/kindle? 

Books - all 

“Love a book” 
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“Love the new book smell” 

All agreed they prefer a ‘physical’ book not online.  Especially with a script/ play as is 
easier to rehearse. 

 

Do you think that this has increased your propensity to read? 

Majority - yes’ 

“everyone is interested as they want to do well so everyone is engaging with the 
book” 

No – “I don’t really read; it hurts my eyes!”  I’d rather watch something, it’s less effort. 

“I connect more with seeing the actors and visuals” I feel like I can connect with 
characters. 

 

Do you have more connection with characters on the screen or in the book? 

Majority - connected more with book: 

The book shows the characters ‘personal viewpoint’ so you go through ‘their story’.  
“On the film you don’t get what’s inside their minds”. 

Book allows you to use your imagination to build up the characters.  The book also 
spends more time on character development. 

One or two disagreed and felt that you can develop a connection with a TV series.  

 

Is imagination important when reading a book? 

Yes – all 

You have to focus and cannot get distracted as you can do if you are watching 
something on a screen. 

Quite often the film is a ‘short story’ version of the book. 

 

Is there anything that would encourage you to read more? 

Studying it in class (having a purpose). 

It being something I am interested in.   

 

Those that were less interested in reading: enjoyed reading poems are they were 
short and engaging.  Having time to read it (e.g. in class) as at home I might find 
other things I would rather do. 

Depends on the book.  I found a fantasy book that was really fast paced, and this 
was the first time I had been interested in reading.  I now enjoy reading. 

If a teacher ‘told me to do it’ at school I wouldn’t but if I knew I needed to do it to 
support my course I would. 
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My parents read to me and that encouraged me 

 

Influence of parents (topic brought up by students).. 

“I was brought up reading (my dad’s a proof-reader) and I love reading now” 

One student then countered this: “I was brought up reading and since my parents 
have stopped putting books in my hand I have stopped reading!” 

“I am a mother and have 2 kids, 1 loves reading and 1 hates it and I have read with 
both of them.  I think it is more ‘natural instincts’”. 

  


