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Case Studies 
1. Student quotes from interview recordings (GCSE and A Level students) 
 

Student quotes from interview recordings – GCSE flipped reading and 15-minute 
reading starter 

Teacher: “Please could you two describe what… activities you have been doing to be 
part of our [OTLA] project?” 

Student A: “As I was doing the project I felt… that… what I was doing… had a very very 
strong lead… the initial analysis of my extract… when I did the homework… it 
established the analysis of language, the explanations were succinct and expressive, 
I had strong linguistic areas and points… in reference to the extract as a whole.” 

Student B: “With these 15 minutes per week it has helped me in many ways, such as 
improving my knowledge of English with… new vocab and the syntax of my writing as 
well as… increasing my normal ability to read and I understand better words.” 

 

Teacher: “Do you think there’s been any positive impact from being part of this 
project?” 

Student A: “As I have completed my November resit for the English Language 
course… I have achieved a grade 5… an increase of… two grades from my initial 
grade 3.” 

Student B: “Whereas I have not got any data at the moment I am hoping to keep it up 
and be able… to get a positive comparison to the results in June. 

 

Student quotes from interview recordings #2 – A Level wider reading for pleasure 
project and book club 

Teacher: “I’m interested in how you have been part of the action research project for 
developing resilience through self-led study, so can you explain some of the things 
that you have been working on, please?” 

Student D: “We’ve been working on a wider reading project… we studied some 
poems.” 

Student C: “By Carol [Ann] Duffy, she’s really good, we like her poems and it helps to 
develop our resilience because now we’re… opening our skills so that we’re learning 
more… we’re not giving up on work that we find challenging, we’re taking a different 
approach so that we can learn more.” 
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Student D: “I feel like that also helps with the… work that we have on the course… it’s 
the same poet so it’s… a wider understanding of her voice in general.” 

 

Teacher: “I know that you took that wider reading challenge a bit further.  Could you 
explain to me what you two did?” 

Student C: “We’ve come up with a book club, so we normally… meet on a Thursday 
and we read different books.” 

Student D: “In the library.” 

Student C: “At the moment we’re going over The Handmaid’s Tale but now ‘cause… 
we’re picking up different ideas we’re going to read The Testaments.” 

Student D: “Which is the sequel… to The Handmaid’s Tale.” 

Student C: “This helps with our literacy skills because then now we get to pick up 
different ideas and because we’re… two different people we have different opinions.” 

Student D: “Our ideas really bounce off each other… develops it.” 

Teacher: “So you’re… expanding your ideas through working together 

Student C: “Yeah.” 

Student D: “Yeah, it’s really effective.” 

 

(Note: these quotes have been extracted from wider interview content.) 

 

2. Continued paragraph (GCSE student B) 
 
Student B (secondary) participated in the 15-minute reading starter (#1).  He 
discussed how it had made him read more at home, and improved his English skills, 
such as learning new vocabulary.  He has already finished his first book, and intends 
to continue reading regularly to see if it helps improve his exam results. 

  


