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Appendix 5 - CARs and CAQs Laddered Approach to Questioning 

 
 
D.E.A.R Six Step Questioning Checklist (CARS & CAQS)  
 
1. What is the GENRE? 

 
2. What is the TITLE?  What does the TITLE imply the story could or may be 

about? 
3. When is it set?  What period? What time in history?  

 
What does this tell us? What might it indicate about the themes the 
novel/extract might focus on? Why is it important that we are told this and 
understand this before reading the extract? 
 

4. Who is the story about? Who are we introduced to first? 
What are we told about the child?  What does this imply? What does this 
suggest about the child and her world and the setting initially? 
 

5. What are we told about the location / the setting? What things are we 
introduced to in the setting?  What might these things / descriptions indicate 
about the themes? 
 

6. What are we told the child does? What do we see her do in the setting – her 
homestead – her habitat? 
 
What does this imply about how the child feels about herself, her world, her 
life, and her physical self? 

7. What mood/atmosphere is created in the opening of the extract? How is this 
mood / atmosphere created? How does it link to the themes that may be 
emerging? 
 

8. What other actions do we see the little girl take? What is she doing? Is she 
alone or is she with others? What might this tell us about her and her world? 
 

9. In the middle section at around line 11 – what starts to happen to the girl 
and her world? What is described as happening all around in the girl’s 
familiar world? 
 
How do we think the girl may start to feel now?  How does she react – How 
does she feel? Which words/phrases might indicate or convey or imply how 
she might be feeling? 
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10. Now in the middle section of the extract – how does the plot now begin to 
develop – what is happening now? What things are happening in the story – 
what atmosphere do they now create? How is the girl reacting? 
 

11. From whose POV is this story being told?  What is the NARRATIVE VOICE? 
What PERSON is the story told in? Do you think the POV changes and shifts 
at all through the story? 
 
 

12. What words / phrases are used to describe what is happening – list them? 
What are these word types that describe the actions – what are they 
describing? Is there a pattern to them – are phrases or actions repeated in 
different guises – do actions develop and grow and become more powerful? 
 

13. On line 23 – towards the end – what major ACTION happens? How does the 
girl react? How are her reactions described?  What phrases are used? 
 
What type of language is uses here to describe the reactions of the girl? 
What atmosphere does it create now? 

14. What type of language is being applied now to describe what is happening in 
this landscape? How does it make us feel towards the little girl and the 
earthquake? 
 

15. What happens in the end of the story – what language is used here to 
describe the dramatic action? What mood does it create? What does the 
writer end the story on? What questions are we the reader left with? 
 

16. So, what do we think this story might really be about? What are the key 
themes?  
 
Are there any ideas/themes/motifs/imagery/phrases that are repeated? 
 
 
How does the writer use contrast/comparison and juxtaposition in this 
story?  
 
How are we left feeling for the girl? 
 
 
In the end, what key questions, are we the reader left with? 
 

 

  


