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Appendix 3 – Tutor personal feedback 
Personal Feedback 

Within the department, the external events have provided us with the opportunity to 
discuss reading and enabled us to consider the foundation stone of our subject area.  
On a day-to-day basis, we are consumed by logistics, data and results so it was 
refreshing to take a step back to assess how things could be done differently.  As we 
work on different sites, there is rarely the time or space to take a view on the wider 
picture. 

In terms of cross college collaboration, bringing in the TLCs to judge the creative 
writing competition initiated discussions about how we could encourage the 
students to read more widely, e.g. build library sessions into the timetable. 

The students talked to the librarians about the genre of books / authors they would 
like to see on the shelves in the College library.  This conversation was unlikely to 
take place in the everyday business of the library.  The librarians also got involved in 
showing the students how the journals could now be obtained digitally.  Library staff 
are now considering the viability of introducing a more in-depth induction to the 
library. 

Taking students to the local infant school to participate in shared reading, 
necessitated co-operation from course managers, (LBO, H&Sc & Animal).  All were 
supportive and the H&Sc, students have been able to record this as an entry in their 
experience log.  It provided an opportunity to talk to the other course managers 
about the research we have been doing. 

Collaborating with the Literacy Lead in the infant school was a valuable link as I was 
able to gain a more in depth understanding of the phonics-based teaching 
methodology employed in Early Years education.  As more of our students come up 
through the phases having been taught phonics, I anticipate that I will be able to 
incorporate this into out teaching, in particular for the newly introduced spelling 
requirement of FS English. 

Summary of student feedback 

The responses to the initial questionnaire gave the over-riding impression that the 
students rarely, if ever read a hard copy of a book.  Only one of the participants 
reported reading books.  The consensus, for when they stopped reading for pleasure, 
was at the end of primary school when it ceased to be something that had to be 
done for homework.  All the participants regarded this enforced reading to be a 
chore as opposed to a pleasurable activity.  One went on to explain that if they did 
not get their reading record filled in correctly then, “we would be issued with a 
detention”, further reinforcing the negative connotations of reading.  

Therefore, it was unsurprising when they admitted that they were dubious about the 
value of, “being made to read books at our age”, and that they viewed this project 
from a negative perspective. 
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However, after only two sessions they described it as, “a chance to relax a bit, whilst 
still doing something useful”.  The vast majority of participants stated that they 
enjoyed being part of the project and they looked forward to the reading sessions.  
One, who had been part of the self-formed book club said, “I’d forgotten how fun it 
could be to talk to mates about something other than College and what everyone 
else is getting up to.” 

Interestingly, one informed me that, “we felt a bit like those Loose Women”, which I 
interpreted as them viewing the book club activity as something associated with 
middle aged women and that they were almost role playing the situation. 

One participant, who chose not to interact with the others during the sessions and 
instead read privately declared that, “It made a change for me not to be the only one 
in the place reading a book and not on their phone.” 

They particularly enjoyed visiting the Infant school and being read to by students in 
Yr 2.  They were surprised at the range of reading skill exhibited by the Yr 2.  As one 
said, “She was reading quite a grown-up book with all the expression in it, I wouldn’t 
have been able to do that in Yr 2.”  Another commented, “One of the children tried 
really hard, but had to sound out almost every word”. 

When they returned to College they spoke positively to their peers about the 
experience, asking if they could do it again.  In addition, some of their peers asked if 
they could join a visit if it were to take place again. Perhaps it was the fact that they 
were the ‘experts’ in the situation that made they view it so favourably.  

However, despite enjoying and fully engaging in the sessions for the duration of the 
project, all of the participants fed back stating that they did not feel that this would 
encourage them to go back to reading on a regular basis.  They gave the following 
reasons:- 

• No time to read – they needed to prioritise study and in many cases work. 
• Did not have an author or genre they were particularly interested in. 
• They would made fun of if they got a book out on the College bus. 
• E-books were too expensive. 

The over-riding reason why these students felt that they would not continue reading 
books was the availability of other media on their phones.  Often this media required 
little effort or time to access as it was in the form of memes, YouTube videos or 
Facebook videos.   

When I questioned them more deeply about the amount of reading they did via their 
phones it turned out to be far less than I expected.  Students tended to ‘like’ videos 
rather than comment.  Only 1 of the students would consider opening a linked article 
and only then, “if it was something that really mattered to me”. 

Another explained, “There is always so much entertainment on your phone, you can 
watch videos, listen to music, play games, flick through social media; you never get 
bored.” 
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When they were asked whether reading had a future they all felt that people would 
always read, but, “reading is mainly for older people or people that have to do it for 
their jobs”. 

  


