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Case Studies 
 

Learner 1 has a grade 4 in English, which they achieved in school, though they 
were not predicted to get a four by their teachers. They also completed a year of 
sixth form before starting college. They are currently completing year 2 of a level 
3 course. One challenge they faced was their lack of confidence in English, 
meaning they marked themselves lower on the self-assessment. We overcame 
this through praise and positive feedback. This helped them to attempt tasks, 
without the fear of being told they were wrong. Their feedback on planning, 
received early on in the research, also provided us with direction for how to gain 
feedback from the other sessions, as we started asking the learners to evaluate 
when they had applied what they learnt either on their course or outside college.  

Learner 2 has a grade 4 in English, after achieving a grade 3 in school, then 
resitting at college. They are currently completing year 2 of a level 3 course, 
having progressed from level 2 upon successfully achieving grade 4. They gave 
some well-reasoned feedback about how to change the sessions, including 
more sessions, but still sticking to half an hour. An impact of this is that if we 
were to do the project again, using a different cohort, we could plan in more 
sessions to cover more activities.  

Learner 3 has a grade 3 in English, and is currently resitting at college. We 
chose this learner as a case study because we felt they could be used as a 
control measure to assess the impact on learners who were in the group and 
resitting English. They are currently completing year 1 of a level 3 course, and 
needs to achieve a grade 4 in order to progress to year 2. A challenge with this 
learner, during the course of the research, was their attendance, as they missed 
some of the sessions and some English lessons too. However, they did achieve 
a grade 4 in their mock, and their motivation in English has improved over the 
course of the project. They have also identified that they would like to progress 
to university, and so need to complete their English GCSE in order to meet the 
access requirements.  

We felt that all three of these learners represent a micro-cohort of the different 
experiences of GCSE English in the class as a whole: those who passed first 
time in school, those who have since resat and passed, and those who are 
currently resitting. 

 
 


