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Appendix 1 - Baseline Test: Reading 
Learners were given a Baseline reading test which sought to test their reading skills, 
as opposed to their performance in specific exam questions. 

 

GCSE English Language 

Baseline Reading Skills 

 

 

This test will help to establish your current strengths and areas for 
improvement. Please complete it as carefully as possible. 

 

 

Name: ______________________________ 

 

 

Date: ____________________________ 

 

 

 Read the instructions carefully. Write your answers 
on the sheet. 

 Try your best with each task. 
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Skills: scan for explicit information/correctly identify implied information 

 

Task 1 

Read the short extract below. 

• Identify three things you are told about Gatsby. 

• Identify two things that are implied about Gatsby. 

 

In his blue gardens, men and girls came and went like moths among 
the whisperings and the champagne and the stars. At high tide in the 
afternoon I watched his guests diving from the tower of his raft, or 
taking the sun on the hot sand of his beach while his two motor-boats 
slit the waters of the Sound, drawing aquaplanes over cataracts of 
foam. On weekends, his Rolls-Royce became an omnibus, bearing 
parties to and from the city between nine in the morning and long past 
midnight, while his station wagon scampered like a brisk yellow bug to 
meet all trains. 

3 things you are told about Gatsby 2 things that are implied about 
Gatsby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
OTLA Phase 6 (English) – English in Sport or Sport in English? (University College Birmingham) Page 10 

Task 2: 

What two words suggest that this piece of writing is set in the first half 
of the 20th Century? 

 

 

What details suggest that these parties are expensive and luxurious? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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Skills: summarise/synthesise information from two sources/compare 
descriptions, ideas and viewpoints from two sources 

Task 1: 

Read the following extracts from articles on tattoos, and answer the 
questions that follow. 

You should use a highlighter as you read to highlight key information. 

Text 1 

13 reasons why tattoos are awesome (and people need to 
get over it already) 

In recent years tattoos in general have become more and more 
popular. 

People get a tattoo for different reasons. Some people get them for 
the art or as a memorial. Some get them as a way to express their 
personality and passions. And some get them just because they look 
pretty. 

I personally got mine as a celebration of my passions and interest in 
different cultures. I am obsessed with Japan and all things kawaii, so I 
have a lucky cat. I also have a robot and a few other pieces that 
represent my love of all things geek. They mean a lot to me and I can’t 
wait to keep rocking them as I get older. 

No matter what your reasoning, tattoos are a personal thing and a 
great way to celebrate your individuality. Here are the main reasons 
why I think they are great and if people want one, they should just get 
one. 

Your body is your temple, and you can decorate it however you like. 

If you’re worried about dates not liking you or not taking you seriously, 
don’t. They are a good radar for highlighting people who only care 
about what’s on the surface and not what really matters: who you are 
as a person. 

They are an expression of who you are on the inside…on the outside. 

If you are passionate enough about who you are and what you love, 
you can bet your tattoos will be stunning. They can be a permanent 
marker of happy events and times, and will always make you smile. 
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They can act as a tribute to a loved one; a memorial for keeping 
someone close and a part of you forever. 

Each tattoo is unique and each reasoning for getting one is different. 
Your tattoo can be individual to you and a great way to make you stand 
out from the crowd. 

People have been getting tattooed for thousands of years, and it is 
art. 

Getting a tattoo by an artist whose work you love means that you get 
to keep this unique piece of work created just for you, all to yourself, 
forever. 

Ultimately, having a tattoo doesn’t change who you are as a person. 
Being tattooed doesn’t make you less intelligent, less compassionate, 
less friendly or more aggressive. I think it means you have awesome 
taste. 

Susie McBeth 

 

Questions about Text 1: 

Is the writer for or against tattoos? 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

In your own words, write down the main argument the writer is making 
here. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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In your own words, summarise the main reasons the writer uses to 
support her argument. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Text 2 

Tattoos: the good, the bad and the bumpy 
• Tattoos can cause allergies, or they can prime the immune system. 

• Many people use their bodies as an artistic canvas for permanently 
inked drawings. But the coloured pigments in them were not 
developed for use in tattoos and may cause harmful reactions in 
some people. 

• However, they are more popular than ever. Researchers estimate 
that about four in every 10 young adults aged 18 to 29 have at least 
one tattoo. More than half of them have two or more. One young 
adult I spoke to, Annabelle Townsend, celebrated her 18th birthday 
with a trip to the tattoo shop. Townsend wanted the tattoo to be a 
collection of many things that were meaningful to her. “Every 
component was picked for a reason,” she says, including Big Ben, 
musical notes and one of her favourite quotes.  

• As tattoos have become more common, scientists have begun to 
study their health impacts. 

• This body art might appeal cool, but it can pose risks. Some people 
react badly to the inks – substances that aren’t meant to go on or in 
the body. Other people may have trouble getting certain medical 
tests after a tattoo. And many people get inked on a whim, and later 
want that permanent art removed. It can be done, but it’s a long and 
painful process. 

• Tattoo inks are made to be injected into the skin. But the pigments 
that give these inks their colour were made for printer inks or car 
paints, not people. This may change, as there are currently studies 
into the health effects of tattoo inks, as more and more people are 
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reporting harmful reactions to them. Some tattoos make a person’s 
skin tender and itchy. In others, the skin around a tattoo may get 
bumpy or scaly, and may even indicate an infection. 

• Still, research now indicates tattoos aren’t bad for everyone. In 
people who heal well, getting a tattoo may prime their germ-fighting 
immune system for action, and in a good way. However, until 
someone gets a tattoo, there’s no way to know if they will be 
someone who benefits or instead be harmed. It’s therefore crucial 
to do your research, and not go for the cheapest option. After all, 
you get what you pay for. 

Alison Pearce Stevens 

 

Questions about Text 1 and Text 2. 

According to both writers, what are the reasons that Suzie and 
Annabelle got their tattoos? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Both of these texts are about tattoos. 

Compare: 

• What the writers say about getting a tattoo. 

• The writers’ viewpoints. 
You must refer to the text, but you do not need to quote directly from it. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Skill: give an opinion and back it up with evidence 

 

The writer of Text 2 argues that, overall, tattoos can be bad for a 
person’s health. 

Based on what you have read, to what extent do you agree? 

 

You must justify your opinion with evidence from Text 2. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Skills: consider how a writer has used language, tone and structure to achieve 
certain effects 

Read the following extract from a speech made by Barack Obama about 
climate change, and answer the questions that follow. 

We, the people, still believe that our obligations as Americans are not 
just to ourselves, but to all prosperity. We will respond to the threat of 
climate change, knowing that the failure to do so will betray our 
children and future generations.  

Some may still deny the overwhelming judgement of science, but none 
can avoid the devastating impact of raging fires, crippling drought or 
powerful storms. A path towards sustainable energy sources will be 
long and sometimes difficult, but America cannot resist this transition. 

We must lead it! We cannot concede to other nations the technology 
that will power new jobs and new industries; we must claim its 
promise. That’s how we will maintain our economic vitality and our 
national treasure. You and I, as citizens, have the power to set this 
country’s course. You and I, as citizens, have the obligation to shape 
the debates of our time, not only with the votes we cast, but with the 
voices we lift in defence of our most ancient values and enduring 
ideas. Will you join us? 

Task 1: 

Who is the intended audience for this speech? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

What is the purpose of this speech? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Give at least 3 ways the writer has tried to convince us to agree with 
him. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Skills: identify relevant evidence/evidence is short and embedded/include enough 
evidence and range to prove point/relate evidence to question 

Task 1: 

Read the following extract taken from “Holes” by Louis Sachar and 
answer the question that follows. 

Stanley Yelnats was the only passenger on the bus, not counting the 
driver or the guard. The guard sat next to the driver with his seat turned 
around facing Stanley. A rifle lay across his lap.  

Stanley was sitting about ten rows back, handcuffed to his armrest. 
His backpack lay on the seat next to him. It contained his toothbrush, 
toothpaste, and a box of stationery his mother had given him. He’d 
promised to write to her at least once a week. 

He looked out of the window, although there wasn’t much to see – 
mostly fields of hay and cotton. He was on a long bus ride to nowhere. 
The bus wasn’t air-conditioned, and the hot, heavy air was almost as 
stifling as the handcuffs. 

Stanley and his parents had tried to pretend that he was just going 
away to camp for a while, just like rich kids do. When Stanley was 
younger, he used to play with stuffed animals, and pretend the animals 
were at a camp. Camp Fun and Games he called it. Sometimes he’d 
have them play soccer with a marble. Other times they’d run an 
obstacle course, or go bungee jumping off a table, tied to broken 
rubber bands. Now Stanley tried to pretend he was going to Camp Fun 
and Games. Maybe he’d make some friends, he thought. At least he’d 
get to swim in the lake. 

He didn’t have any friends at home. He was overweight and the kids at 
his middle school often teased him about his size. Even his teachers 
sometimes made cruel comments without realising it. 
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What impressions do you get of Stanley Yelnats from this extract? 

• You should provide evidence from the start, middle and end of the 
text, and present your response in the order in which they come in 
the text. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Skills Baseline Results 

Student name:_____________________________

 Date:_____________________ 

Skill: RED AMBER GREEN 

Scan for explicit information 

 

   

Correctly identify implied information 

 

  

 

 

 

Summarise 

 

   

Identify relevant evidence/evidence is 
short and embedded 

 

   

Read the question and identify what is 
required 

 

   

Include enough evidence and range to 
prove point 

 

   

Relate evidence to question 

 

   

Give own opinion and back it up with 
evidence 

 

   

Consider how a writer has used 
language, tone and structure to achieve 
certain effects 

 

   

Synthesise information from two sources 

 

   

Compare descriptions, ideas and 
viewpoints from two sources 

 

   

 

  


