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Appendix 2 - Academic Tracker (RAG-rated descriptors) – Reading 
English lecturers used the information from the Baseline test (and information about 
performance in the June 2019 GCSE exams) in order to complete the following 
Academic Tracker.  This tracker was revisited to measure learners’ progress in their 
skills development.   

Skill Red Amber Green 

Scan for explicit 
information C1:A 
Q1, 2, 3, 4, 5 C2:A 
Q1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

Slow to locate and 
process specific 
information. May 
only be able to 
identify 2-3 pieces 
of explicit 
information. 
Passive reader – 
does not use 
highlighter  

Able to locate and 
process most specific 
information in time 
frame. May only be 
able to identify 3-4 
pieces of explicit 
information. Active 
reader – uses 
highlighter (with 
prompting)  

Able to quickly locate and 
process specific 
information. Able to locate 
5 or more pieces of explicit 
information. Active reader 
– uses highlighter  

Correctly identify 
implied 
information C1:A 
Q1, 2, 3, 4, 5 C2:A 
Q1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

Slow to locate and 
recognise implied 
meanings. Able to 
recognise 
straightforward 
implications, but 
struggles with 
more in-depth 
inference.  

Can recognise implied 
meaning and 
beginning to consider 
more in-depth 
implications. 
Occasionally can 
consider implied 
meanings/connotation
s of individual 
words/phrases.  

Easily recognises implied 
meaning and explores 
possible further 
connotations. Can consider 
possible 
implications/connotations 
of individual words and 
phrases.  

Summarise C1:A 
Q1, 2, 3, 4, 5 C2:A 
Q2, 4, 5, 6 

May struggle to 
identify main point 
of what is read 
and/or summarise 
key information in 
own words. 

Can mostly identify 
accurately the main 
point of what is read. 
Able to summarise key 
information in own 
words mostly 
accurately (may 
include some 
paraphrasing). Able to 
start/end response 
with an overview.  

Able to accurately identify 
the main point of what is 
read. Able to skim read to 
achieve this. Able to 
summarise key information 
accurately in own words. 
Able to start/end response 
with an overview and then 
support it.  

Give own opinion 
and back it up 
with evidence 
C1:A Q5 C2:A Q4 

Fails to include 
opinion in 
response. May not 
have 
read/processed 
task instructions 
properly. Basic 
opinion may be 

Able to start/end 
response with opinion 
in relation to the task. 
May be limited in range 
with little sense of how 
the writer creates 
these 
thoughts/feelings. 

Able to articulate a 
personal response to the 
viewpoint/thoughts/feeling
s given by the writer. May 
demonstrate links between 
evidence or how different 
interpretations of evidence 
may be possible. Has a 



 
OTLA Phase 6 (English) – English in Sport or Sport in English? (University College Birmingham) Page 23 

Skill Red Amber Green 

given, but not 
related to specific 
textual details, or 
may not 
summarise or 
make a 
conclusion.  

Lacks overview of the 
whole text or changes 
across the narrative.  

clear overview with detail 
drawn from across the text, 
with awareness of any 
changes.  

Consider how a 
writer has used 
language, tone 
and structure to 
achieve certain 
effects. C1:A Q2, 
3, 4, 5 C2:A Q2, 4, 
6 

May not recognise 
the difference 
between the writer 
and the 
narrator/narrative 
perspective. May 
not demonstrate 
awareness of 
specific language 
choices made by a 
writer and the 
implications of 
these choices. 
Cannot answer the 
“how” part of the 
questions.  

Uses “the writer” but 
may struggle with 
narrative perspective. 
Demonstrates some 
awareness of specific 
language choices 
made by the writer. 
May identify some 
relevant subject 
terminology, mostly 
accurately.  

Fully engages with the 
“how” part of the question. 
Able to use subject 
terminology accurately, 
with clear awareness of 
“the writer” and the choices 
they have made. Able to 
identify narrative 
perspective and viewpoint.  

Synthesise 
information from 
two sources. C2:A 
Q5 

May only select 
information from 
one text. May not 
read the task 
instructions 
carefully enough.  

Selects information 
from both texts, but 
may not be enough. 
Some attempt to put 
information in own 
words.  

Selects relevant detail from 
both texts. Puts 
information in own words. 
Able to accurately 
synthesise the information.  

Identify relevant 
evidence/evidenc
e is short and 
embedded C1:A 
Q2, 3, 4, 5 C2:A 
Q2, 4, 5, 6 

Some relevant 
evidence may be 
selected but may 
also pick evidence 
that is not relevant. 
Does not use 
quotation marks 
and/or selects 
large 
phrases/sentences
. Evidence is 
separate from 
point. May not 
have read the 
question carefully 
enough.  

Most evidence is 
relevant, but some is 
still too long. Quotation 
marks used to identify 
direct quotation from 
the text. Some 
evidence is embedded.  

Evidence selected is 
relevant, short and 
embedded, with accurate 
use of quotation marks. 
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Skill Red Amber Green 

Include enough 
evidence and 
range to prove 
point C1:A Q2, 3, 
4, 5 C2:A Q2, 4, 5, 
6 

Does not include 
enough evidence 
(typically only one 
per point). Does 
not include 
evidence from the 
beginning, middle 
and end of the text.  

Addresses the “what” 
part of the question. 
Generally includes 
enough evidence for 
half marks. May fail to 
include evidence from 
beginning, middle and 
end of text, or make 
links between related 
pieces of evidence.  

Fully addresses the “what” 
part of the question with 
extensive evidence. 
Evidence may be grouped 
and links are made where 
relevant. Evidence is 
selected from the 
beginning, middle and end 
of the text.  

Relate evidence 
to question C1:A 
Q2, 3, 4, 5 C2:A 
Q2, 4, 5, 6 

Unable to 
summarise what 
the evidence tells 
you. Struggles to 
explain/analyse 
how the evidence 
answers the 
question. May 
spend too much 
time talking about 
each bit of 
evidence rather 
than concisely 
explaining it.  

Able to 
explain/analyse some 
of the evidence and 
relate it back to the 
question. Can 
increasingly focus on 
specific words and say 
what conclusion can 
be drawn.  

Able to explain and analyse 
evidence and make 
accurate and specific 
conclusions by focusing on 
specific words. Can 
confidently make 
inferences about implied 
information.  

Compare 
descriptions, 
ideas and 
viewpoints from 
two sources. C2:A 
Q6 

Basic comparison, 
but may not have 
read the task 
instructions 
carefully enough 
(leading to just 
saying what each 
text is about, rather 
than comparing on 
a specific point). 
Limited evidence 
from both texts, or 
may just focus on 
one text. Lack of 
awareness of 
writer’s point of 
view/attitude.  

Tries to make an 
overview comment 
about both texts. Basic 
comparison of both 
texts, but with limited 
textual reference. May 
take into account 
writer’s point of view, 
but focuses mainly on 
what is said. Uses at 
least one comparative 
connective.  

Perceptive overview 
comment about both texts. 
Detailed comparison of 
writer’s attitudes/points of 
view from both texts. 
Addresses both bullet 
points. Effective use of 
comparative connectives.  

 

  


