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Case Study - Learner B 
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Case Study B 

The case study learner is 18 years old and comes from Iran. She arrived in the UK in 
June 2019 and began studying at Sandwell College in September 2019. Before 
starting college, the learner completed an initial assessment to assess her reading, 
writing, speaking and listening skills. I decided to improve learner spellings via a 
spelling bee strategy and getting learners to spell the word our verbally. I chose the 
months of the year as this I believe is important for learners to know and it would 
support learners with their Entry 1 maths qualification. Just before the project ended, 
I decided to change the spellings to the learner’s address. There was clear evidence 
of some progress made in relation to the learner spelling the months of the year; 
however, the learner made quicker progress with learning the spelling of their 
address.  

Evidence of learner B’s progress can be seen from: 

Case Study B - Teacher Reflections 

Case Study B - Learner initial assessment  

Case Study B - Learner Spelling Tests 

Case Study B - Address spelling test 
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Case Study B – Teacher Reflections 

Week 1 
Students were given a spelling test for all 12 months of the year. I then gave them 
cut outs of each letter for all 12 months of the year. Students then rearranged the 
letters in class to spell the words January to June. Students worked in pairs and 
verbally practised spelling out the words. Students were given time to practise and 
towards the end of the lesson they took part in a group spelling bee. For the spelling 
bee students took turns to say the letters, for example, the first student would say 'J', 
and the next 'a' and so on until the word January is spelt out. When one learner got 
the letter wrong, they were required to sit down and the group will start from the top. 

My feelings 

During the class, I was worried because students struggled to understand exactly 
what they were doing and why they were doing it. Upon reflection I felt that the 
process was just too long and that I did not give students enough time to practise 
before the spelling bee took place. Turn taking was something the learners found too 
hard to follow. I felt that it was too hard for the students to follow each other by 
saying the next letter as well as doing the spelling bee in a group. At one point, 
stronger learners started to feel frustrated and looked discouraged when weaker 
learners kept getting the next letters wrong, which meant that they whole group had 
to spell the word again from the start. Lastly, I felt that doing the spelling bee in a 
group made tracking individual spelling targets and progress difficult as individuals 
were just saying one letter of the words rather than the spelling of the full word. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 Students enjoyed the idea of using 
cards and making words. From 
students' feedback one student said 
that the strategy was better than having 
a spelling test on paper. 

 Students were challenged and worked 
hard to avoid letting their peers down in 
the group spelling bee. 

 The strategy promoted team work and 
helped to build turn taking skills. 

 The strategy allowed students to 
practise saying the letters of the 
alphabet correctly as most students 
struggled with letters 'J, G, A and I' 

Bad 

• The process was too long and not 
enough time was given for students to 
practise spelling before the group 
spelling bee. 

• Some students got frustrated when 
weaker learners kept getting the letters 
wrong as it meant that the whole group 
had to start the spellings from the start. 

• Group spelling bee made tracking 
individual progress difficult. 
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Week 2 
Students were given the words January - June and they had to cut out each letter 
themselves. Students organised the cut outs to make the words. Students practised 
spelling out the words in pairs. Students then were given a week to go and practise 
spelling out the words at home. 

My feelings 

During the task, I felt that students enjoyed cutting the letters out themselves. They 
listened to music as they did. I felt that all students were organised and knew exactly 
what they were doing and why they were doing it. Upon reflection I felt that even 
though the process was long, students enjoyed it and did not feel under too much 
pressure to try and learn the spellings and be able to spell the words on the same 
day. 

The music in the background made the whole process relaxing and students sang 
along as they cut and rearranged the letters. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 Students seemed relaxed and one 
student in particular (Maria) worked 
really well with music in the background 
as she sang along to some English 
songs. 

 Students were challenged as they 
needed to pronounce the letters of the 
alphabet correctly in order for them to 
be able to spell the words. 

 The strategy allowed students to learn 
the pronunciation of the letters of the 
alphabet correctly as well as learning to 
spell the months of the year. 

Bad 

• Most students were worried about doing 
the spelling bee in front of the class. 

• Most students were worried about being 
videoed during the spelling bee the 
following week. Most students preferred 
pictures but not videos. 

• The process was a little too long as the 
students had to cut out each letter. 

Conclusion 

All students knew exactly what they were doing and why they were doing it. They 
enjoyed cutting out the letters themselves prompting them to learn the letters as 
they do the cutting. Students worked well and enjoyed the process. 

Action Plan 

For next week, I am going to: 

Introduce a tracking sheet which I am going to use to track and compare students' 
progress every week. 

Introduce a spelling bee champion and the most improved student of the week to 
make the spelling bee competitive and fun for students. This will also encourage 
students to work hard and practise their spellings at home. 
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Week 3 
Description 

Students organised the cut outs to make the words January- June. Students 
practised spelling out the words individually and in pairs. Students then took part in 
an individual spelling bee. I took videos of some students. I tracked students' results 
using a tracking sheet as this was their first time doing the spelling bee individually. 

My feelings 

I felt that students were determined to be able to spell most of the words correctly. It 
was evident that most but not all had practised the words at home prior to the 
spelling bee. I felt that the spelling bee was a success. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 Students were challenged as they 
needed to pronounce the letters of the 
alphabet correctly in order for them to 
be able to spell the words. 

 I was able to record results for 
individuals using the tracking sheet 

 The strategy allowed students to learn 
the pronunciation of the letters of the 
alphabet correctly as well as learning to 
spell the 

 months of the year. 

Bad 

• Most students did not have the 
• confidence to stand up and do a spelling 

bee in front of the whole class. 
• Some students did not practise using 

their cards at home and their results 
reflected it 

• Most students did not want to be taken 
a video. They preferred photos. 

 

Conclusion 

This week the spelling bee was a success and I was pleased with how the students 
worked. All students knew exactly what they were doing and why they were doing it. 
Some students practised the words at home; however, it was also evident that some 
students did not practise at all and this reflected on their results. 

Action plan 

For next week, I am going to: 

To compare students' progress as this week was the first week doing individual 
spelling bee and 

identify the most improved learner. Both the spelling bee champion and the most 
improved learner will receive a small prize. 
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Week 4 
Description 

Students organised the cut outs to make the words January – June.  Students 
practised spelling out the words individually and in pairs. Students then took part in 
an individual spelling bee. I took videos of some students.  I tracked students' results 
using a tracking sheet as this was their first time doing the spelling bee individually. 

My feelings 

At this stage of the project, I felt that students were now in a routine and knew that 
every Wednesday they must bring their cut outs, practise spelling and take part in a 
spelling bee. As soon as they walked in, they got their spellings out and started 
practising straight away. I felt that students were determined to be able to spell most 
of the words correctly. I was pleased to see such determination to do well from 
students. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 4 students scored the highest score of 
4/6.  Some students improved their 
scores from last week's results. 

 The strategy allowed students to learn 
the pronunciation of the letters of the 
alphabet correctly as well as learning to 
spell the months of the year. 

Bad 

• 5 students were not able to spell a 
single word - some students are still not 
practising their spellings at home. 

• None of the students were able to spell 
February. 

• Some students lacked the confidence to 
take part in a spelling bee in class. 

Conclusion 

This week results reflected that some improvement from individual learners were 
made. 4 students scored 4/ 6. However, 5 students were not able to spell a single 
word for two consecutive weeks, this week and last week. Two learners, who scored 
O last week, scored 3 this week. The strategy seems to be working for some 
students but not for everyone. I feel that for those who have not progressed from 
last week, not practising at home may be the reason why they have not progressed 
so far. Students need to be constantly reminded to practise their spellings at home 
in order for them to do well in the spelling bee. 

Action plan 

For next week, I am going to: 

Introduce students to feedback cards. Students will give feedback using the 'thumb ' 
feedback cards. This is a good way to get feedback from learners. Being a very low 
level class, most students are not able to express themselves verbally or in writing, 
however, showing thumbs up or thumbs down will be the simplest way for them to 
give feedback. 
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Week 5 
Description 

This is the first week of students spelling the last 6 months of the year July - 
December. Students arranged the letters in class to make the words July - 
December. They then worked in pairs and verbally practised spelling out the words. 
Students took part in an individual spelling bee. Students’ progress was tracked and 
compared. A spelling bee champion was identified and students gave feedback 
using they 'thumbs' feedback cards. 

My feelings 

I felt that students worked well today. Jess observed the lesson and because she is 
one of their teachers, students wanted to 'show off their spelling skills in front of her. 
I felt that more learners were willing to do the spelling bee in front of the class and I 
felt that this was because of Jess' presence at the time. As a result, students worked 
extra hard this week and the results of individual learners reflected the work that was 
put into practising for the spelling bee. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 Scores were considerably high given 
that it was the first week for spelling 
July - December. 

 More students were willing to do the 
spelling bee in front of the whole class. 
Students were motivated because Jess 
was observing the lesson. 

 The strategy allowed students to learn 
the pronunciation of the letters of the 
alphabet correctly as well as learning to 
spell the months of the year. 

Bad 

• There was no written task to consolidate 
spellings. 

Conclusion 

This week, learners were extra determined to get the spellings right. I was happy with 
the results this week. Overall, for me, this week was the best week of doing the 
spelling bee. Students seemed to enjoy themselves, they worked extra hard and 
results were much better than in previous weeks considering the fact that it was their 
first week spelling July - December. Jess suggested that I add a written assessment 
after the spelling bee which I felt was a great idea. 

Action plan 

For next week, I am going to: 

Introduce students to a new spelling book. Students will do a written spelling test to 
consolidate their spellings for the months of the year. I also felt that this strategy will 
allow me to see if students are able to verbally spell as well as write the words. It is 
also a good way to help students to improve their writing skills. 
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Week 6 
Description 

This is the second week of students spelling the last 6 months of the year July- 
December. Students arranged the letters in class to make the words July- December. 
They then worked in pairs and verbally practised spelling out the words. Students 
took part in an individual spelling bee. Student's progress will be tracked and 
compared each week. Students then did their first written spelling test. A spelling 
bee champion was identified and students gave feedback using they 'thumbs' 
feedback cards. 

My feeling 

Students had 2 weeks of practise because they had half term. Because they had 
much longer to practise, I was expecting much better performances. However, I felt 
that that this was not the case. It felt as though students had gone back to the start 
in terms of progress. None of the students practised at home and the biggest and 
most popular excuse was 'I forgot'. Harminder came in to observe the lesson. I felt 
that the practise in pairs in class went well. I also felt that students worked better 
every time when there is someone new observing the lesson. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 A written spelling test was included. 
 A few students scored better compared 

to the previous week. 
 The strategy allowed students to learn 

the pronunciation of the letters of the 
alphabet correctly as well as learning to 
spell the months of the year. 

Bad 

• The written test was not a true reflection 
of some individual student's ability as 
some students copied from one 
another. 

• Some students lacked motivation after a 
week off. 

• Little progress was made this week. 

 

Conclusion 

Arsh become the spelling bee champion while Dawit became the most improved 
learner of the week. This week has been quite hard and it felt like the students were 
starting again after a one week break. Students did not practise at home in the past 
2 weeks and the results for this week reflected this. I feel that I need to get the 
students back into the routine of doing their spellings every night for 15 minutes 
before bed. 

Action plan 

For next week, I am going to; 

Give Arsh a more challenging task. Arsh has been the best speller so far. He will use 
his letters to make 4 or more letter words next week. 
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Week 7 
Description 

This week students spelt all 12 months of January - December. Students arranged 
the letters in class to make the words July- December. They then worked in pairs and 
verbally practise spelling out the words. Students took part in an individual spelling 
bee. Student's progress was tracked and compared each week. Students then did 
their first written spelling test. A spelling bee champion was identified and students 
gave feedback using they 'thumbs' feedback cards. 

My feeling 

This week, I wanted to challenge and give them all the 12 months to spell at one go. I 
felt that the words were too many for some students and they got confused. The 
spelling bee was evidently hard for some students this week, however, one student 
managed to spell all 12 months correctly. 4 more students scored between 9 and 11 
in the spelling bee which I felt was very impressive. The written spelling test 
produced better results compared to the spelling bee. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 Spelling all 12 months of the year was 
challenging. Students also had to spell 
the months in the correct order. 

 A written spelling test was included. 
 A written spelling test produced better 

results compared to the spelling bee 
 The strategy allowed students to learn 

the pronunciation of the letters of the 
alphabet correctly as well as learning to 
spell the months of the year. 

Bad 

• The written test was not a true reflection 
of some individual student 's ability as 
some · students copied from one 
another. 

• Some students found spelling all 12 
months too challenging and a few got 
confused. 

• Some students felt a little bored of 
spelling the same words for 7 weeks. A 
few students said that they want to try 
spelling different words for next week. 

 

Conclusion 

This is the last time we practised spelling the months of the year. The students enjoy 
doing spellings however, most students expressed that they wanted to try spelling 
other things. After spelling the same words for 7 weeks, I felt that the students were 
starting to get bored which then bought me to the decision of changing spellings 
from spelling January - December to practising spelling addresses and postcode as 
well as practising writing addresses in the correct format. 

Action plan 

For next week, I am going to change the spellings from spelling the months of the 
year to spelling their full addresses. 
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Week 8 
Week 1 – Addresses 

Description 

Students were given a blank piece of paper to write their addresses. They then had to 
identify their addresses from the cut outs of different addresses. Students then 
practised saying out their addresses. They then had to cut out each letter of their 
addresses. Students then organised the cut outs to make their addresses. Students 
practised spelling out each letter to themselves and with a peer. Students were given 
a week to go and practise spelling out their addresses at home. Students will have a 
spelling bee in the following week as well as written test to check progress. 

My feelings 

At this stage, students knew exactly what they needed to do. I felt that the 
atmosphere was great and the music in the background helped students to relax. 
The process was short and students were given the opportunity to try and spell out 
each letter of their addresses to themselves as well as in a pair. I felt that it was 
beneficial for students to work in pair and organise their addresses in the correct 
format starting with the house/flat number, street/road name, area, city and 
postcode. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 Results for both the spelling bee 
showed some improvement for all 
learners. 

 Students were challenged as they 
needed to be saying the letters of the 
alphabet correctly in order for them to 
be able to spell out the letters in their 
addresses 

 The strategy allowed students to learn 
the correct format of writing their 
address including postcode. 

Bad 

• Most students were worried about doing 
the spelling bee in front of the class. 

• Most students were worried about being 
videoed during the spelling bee the 
following week. Most students preferred 
pictures but not videos. 

 

Conclusion 

Most students failed to spell their addresses in the initial task and I felt that there 
was need for students to practise spelling their addresses correctly and writing their 
addresses in the correct format. They enjoyed spelling new words this week. They 
worked hard and worked well in their pairs. 

Action plan 

Three students were able to write their addresses correctly the first time and in the 
correct format. For next week, I am going to add England and United Kingdom to the 
spellings for these learners. 
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Week 9 
Week 2 – Addresses 

Description 

Students rearranged the letters in class to make their addresses. Students then 
worked in pairs and verbally practised spelling out their addresses. Students took 
part in an individual spelling bee. A spelling bee champion and most improved 
learner were identified. Students then did a spelling test. Results were tracked and 
compared. 

My feelings 

I feel that students found spelling their addresses easier than spelling the months of 
the year. Results from both the spelling bee and the written task indicated that all 
students made some progress which I was very pleased with. 

Evaluation 

Good 

 Results for both the spelling bee 
showed some improvement for all 
learners. 

 Students were challenged as they 
needed to be saying the letters of the 
alphabet correctly in order for them to 
be able to spell out the letters in their 
addresses. 

 The strategy allowed students to learn 
the correct format of writing their 
address including postcode. 

Bad 

• No competition spirit, which defeated 
the whole purpose of a spelling bee. 

 

Conclusion 

This is the last week of students doing the spellings as part of this project. Spellings 
were much better compared to their spellings last week, both in the spelling bee and 
in the written task. I am going to continue using this strategy to help my students 
with spellings. I intend to continue enhancing the strategy and adding on features to 
the strategy, for examples breaking down words into syllables to help students with 
their spellings both written and verbally. 
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Case Study B – Initial Assessment 
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Case Study B – Spelling Tests 
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Case Study B – Address Spelling Tests 

 

  


