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Appendix 3 - Examples of learners using pre-learned scaffolds 
Some further examples of learner work will be shown here, completed by learners 
who continued to write using methods they had learned in a previous setting. This 
was relatively common. All learners in the GCSE English language class had been 
offered the same two support resources (shown in Appendix 1). Their responses 
were based on the same tasks (A, B and C) shown in Appendix 2. 

An example of a response to Task A 
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As can be seen in the example above, this learner writes more freely, mostly quite 
successfully but does not appear to be using the ‘zoom’ element of the formulaic 
scaffold.  

Below is another response from the same learner, completed 5 lessons later. The 
response below was a response to Task B (shown in Appendix 2). 

An example of a response to Task B 
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This learner still preferred to make a ‘point’ first most of the time but did begin to 
use the ‘zoom’ element sometimes, which often improved her responses by 
deepening the analysis. 
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Another example of a response to Task B 

The learner who wrote the response to Task B which is shown below always stuck 
rigidly to a pre-learned scaffold which consisted of three sentence starters ‘The 
writer presents _______ as ___________, this can be seen in the quotation 
‘___________’ and this suggests___________. 

 

 

This learner often struggled to draw inferences from the text and could often be 
seen repeating the same points, which were sometimes almost the same as what 
the quotation said.  

 

  


