
 

The following evaluations provide useful feedback on the pros and cons of using 
different IA delivery methods which helped us to decide on our final choice Microsoft 
Forms.  

 

 

Evaluation – Teacher tick list IA 

Used with a group of adult E3 & Level 1 students. Students were observed by the 
teacher using technology in the classroom. Teacher had discussions with students 
relating to the skills.  

Benefits 

Reliable results. No room here for over/under confidence of students. Teacher can 
identify gaps in knowledge to plan follow up sessions to address gaps, or to alter 
pedagogy to suit learners. Could be used in tandem with learning tasks relating to 
course.  

Drawbacks 

Very time & labour intensive for the teacher. Takes away from actual teaching time in 
the classroom. The emerging/consolidating/established mark scheme doesn’t seem 
to fit well, as teacher has only observed whether a student can or cannot do 
something in most instances. Analysis of the results is also time & labour intensive 
for the teacher.  

Conclusion 

Provided useful, reliable results which facilitated planning. However, during short 
courses, time is very valuable, and this activity was time and labour intensive for the 
teacher. Em/Con/Est also does not work well for this task.  

 

 

Evaluation – mentimeter IA 

Used in class (E3 & L1s) all 16-18-year olds on a full-time study programme. The 
course had already started, so it was used to identify gaps in knowledge to assist 
with online learning. 

Benefits 

This tool helped me to get a feel for where the whole group was a couple of weeks 
into our online learning journey. Maths & ICT classes had been online for a few 
weeks, and they had been doing their asynchronous online learning as part of their 



 

 
main programme for the same amount of time. I was able to identify areas in which 
the class needed help – such as the online lessons in Teams, using functions such 
as mute, raise hand & chat box. I was able to get the results in real time, and 
immediately do a short session with the students to address the gaps.  

Drawbacks 

The tool is anonymous, so I was unable to drill down further if I noticed a particularly 
low score, to help an individual. It also relies on the students being honest and self-
aware of their own skillset, as the questions were based around confidence levels 
without much testing of those confidence levels. It also needed to be done in class, 
taking time out of their already limited F2F class time.  

Conclusion 

The tool provided a good starting point, but something that could test whether a 
student could actually do something would be more advantageous.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Evaluation – paper-based IA for Pre-Entry students 

Used with a group of Pre-Entry 16-18-year olds on a full-time course. Was used in 
class so the teacher could give support. 

Benefits 

Use of images allowed text to be easily understood by Pre-Entry & Entry Level 1 
learners. Can be used as part of teaching vocabulary ‘I can / I can’t’ as a teaching 
tool as well as IA tool. Learners were able to complete it easily with immediate 
feedback for the teacher.  

Drawbacks 

Reliant on the student being honest about their own skills rather than testing them. 
Difficult to assess some questions we really wanted answers to i.e. does the student 
know how to use the shift key etc.  

Conclusion 

Some useful data gathered, but would need the teacher to gather further evidence on 
actual digital skills. Would be useful to test out the skills rather than relying on 
student perceptions.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



 
Evaluation – Microsoft Forms IA 

Used with groups of adult part time learners just starting a new course (during a 
lockdown). No time in college was available. Various levels undertook the IA, from 
Pre-Entry up to Entry Level 3.  

Benefits 

Can be sent to learners’ home email addresses or texted to smartphones. Does not 
take up time in class. Some of the questions can be analysed beyond the actual 
question (e.g. use of capital letters etc). Can identify individuals and group trends 
easily and quickly. Facilitates planning. Can be used for either blended learning or 
fully online courses. Able to be used by a range of levels. Confidence levels can be 
analysed. Tests the actual skills of learners. No teaching time taken up.  

Drawbacks 

Some questions still reliant on confidence levels. Version 2 also includes further 
skills checks, but can only be sent out to student email addresses, rather than home 
addresses. If students do not have access to any form of technology, they wouldn’t 
be able to access it until able to come to college.  

Conclusion 

Gives useful, reliable data. Very quick and easy for the teacher to administer and 
evaluate. Easy for students (even Pre-Entry) to undertake. Needs to be tightened up 
to give more useful information for the teacher.  

After looking at the results of the IA at the start and end of the course, we realised 
that the questions we were asking were not giving us the answers we needed to 
know regarding digital skills. Version 2 to be trialled.  

 

 

Evaluation – Microsoft Forms IA digital skills & vocabulary (version2) 

Used with a group of E3-L1 full time learners who have already completed previous 
IAs. 

Benefits 

The benefits of this IA are similar to those listed above for V1. It is quick and easy for 
the student and the teacher. It tests out certain skills but also includes a focus on the 
key language issues we have found that we need to know about (discovered after a 
year of online teaching).We have simplified the language as much as possible and 
have used images and multiple choice answers to aid comprehension. The more 
detailed questions lead to interesting results, particularly when trialled with students 
who had done previous IAs and had been studying with us for several months. It 
picked up gaps in knowledge surrounding language that had been previously missed. 

 

 



 

 
Drawbacks 

Some of the questions and vocabulary will likely be too advanced for some levels of 
ESOL learners, those at Pre-Entry or Entry Level 1 may struggle with this. However, 
making this a multiple-choice test and including an option of I don’t know/I don’t 
understand may make this task a little more accessible for those learners and a little 
less daunting.  

Conclusion 

From the evidence so far, this version will give us the most useful information in a 
way that allows us to test out individual’s skills without taking up too much valuable 
teaching time. For higher level learners, this could be sent out before the class and 
be done independently. For lower levels who may need teacher support to complete, 
it could be done within lesson time as part of the induction. It can be repeated at the 
end of the course to track progress from a linguistic point of view as well as within 
digital skills.  

 


