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What happened in school that didn’t work for you? 

Maths at school was horrible. I hated ratio and learning my times tables. I did Entry 3 
and passed. I can’t do worded questions as they are too long. I get area and 
perimeter mixed up. Or I just add them and don’t add all the numbers. 

  

Which parts of maths can you do? 

Addition and subtraction without borrowing, division if I draw it, fractions as long as 
they are not massive – as long as it doesn’t say how much is this. I am good at 
questions about weighing.  

I can name some angles but not all of them. I can do all graphs apart from reading 
pie charts.  

  

What do you think the teacher needs to do differently? 

 If it’s a worded question break down the worded and do it step by step. If it’s a 
paragraph I freak out. It’s too much maths at the same time. It’s all worded 
questions. It doesn’t help that I have a ‘mental breakdown’ on the exam because of 
the pressure. 

  

Is there anything you think you need to do differently? 

 Not really, not right now. Probably read them a bit slower.  

 

PL 

  

What happened in school that didn’t work for you? 

 I had a 1:1 in primary school but when I got questions wrong, she was horrible so I 
developed a negative attitude to maths. At high school I had extra help but there still 
wasn’t enough support and I just didn’t retain things. 



I struggle with: half my times tables, telling the time, really big questions – really 
confusing words, a two-part question, I can’t read tables, percentages and fractions. 

  

Which parts of maths can you do? 

A little bit of times tables. I think I can do stuff but I can’t think of what it is. When it’s 
in front of me I know how to do it. I can do some algebra.  

  

What do you think the teacher needs to do differently? 

 Mark’s doing everything right. They need to understand how I work. With questions 
try to find a way to make me understand. 

Q: How do you think you work? I ask a lot of questions, I need reassuring, if there’s a 
really wordy question, I need the big words to be put in simpler form. 

If there’s a question on the board and I don’t get it I just zone out because I don’t 
understand it. 

  

What do you think you need to do differently? 

 I need to talk less and listen more.  

 

PB 

  

What happened in school that didn’t work for you? 

 Every time I went into maths, I hated it. It went in one ear and out the other. It didn’t 
work for me at all. I struggle with explaining it, showing my working. Word problems. 

  

Which parts of maths can you do? 

Mean, mode, range and median. 

  

What do you think the teacher needs to do differently? 

 No, Mark is good – he really helps me with it. 

  

What do you think you need to do differently? 

Most of the time you go in positive but it beats you down and you can’t be bothered. 

 


