
 

Week 2 Identifying strategies CH 

(Original questions used are copyright protected) 

This learner was attempting to answer a question which required him to work out the 
cost of a trip to the garage. He was required to add four tyres, a service charge and a 
new battery. He then had to calculate and apply a 20% discount. 

Project lead: You read the question first  

CH: Oh God, I can’t do it 

Project lead: Let me read it. 

CH: Slightly better, but I feel confused. 

Project lead: Okay, shall we start then. 

CH attempts problem but missed out the fact that there are 4 tyres to purchase. 

Project lead: What could we do to make sure you don’t miss things? 

CH: I need to underline all the maths. 

CH underlined the maths in the question. 

Project lead: What have you missed?  

CH: I don’t know. 

Project lead: Go through each of the things you have underlined. 

CH: Oh, it says each – does that mean it's one tyre? 

CH: So, I need to add three more tyres on. 

CH added the three extra tyres on. He worked out 20% discount well with a 
calculator. 

 

Week 2 Identifying strategies PL 

This learner was calculating the time she would leave for a party in France. She 
needed to add various times together and calculate when she would need to leave 
the UK. There were 5 different pieces of information embedded in the question. 

PL: So much information. Fractions and brackets put me off! 

PL read the question. 

PL: there are a lot of steps with time which I can’t do. 

Project lead: Can you just highlight the important bits – some of this question we 
don’t even need. 

PL highlighted the maths. 

Project lead then read the question. 



 
PL: That’s a bit better but still a lot to take in. 

Project lead: How would you start this? 

PL: I don’t know. I’m not normally good at adding things in my head. 

Project lead: What if we add one thing at a time and kept a note of what we have 
added? You could tick the things off as you do them. That way there is only one sum 
at a time to keep track of. 

PL then added each step and kept a note of what the totals were. She ticked off each 
thing she had added up. I demonstrated how to use fraction pies as a way to add 45 
minutes and 15 minutes together. (see appendix 3) 

PL: Normally I would be stressing out. If it’s harder you have to do it in blocks.  

 

Week 3 Developing strategies 

1. 

I am planning a party. I have booked the local Scout hut for the party. I am inviting 50 
guests. 

My guests arrive at 8:30pm. I need to do the following: 

Set up the hall – 40 minutes 

Bake the food – 1 and a ¼ hours 

Collect my friend from her house – 20 minutes (must be after 7pm) 

Decorate the hall – 1 hour 45 minutes 

 What time do I need to be at the hall to ensure I can do all these things? 

 

FA: Oh, my goodness it’s long. There’s a lot of steps there and I will probably miss 
them. 

Project lead: What could we do to make sure you don’t? 

FA: Oh yes, I can tick off each thing I do. I need to highlight first. 

Florina highlighted all the timings, the start time and 50 guests. The project lead did 
not correct the highlighting of 50 guests. 

F.A: Okay I need to look for the easy hours? (Numbers that add to make an hour) 

FA added ¼ of an hour and 45 minutes together. She ticked these off. She then 
added 20 minutes and 40 minutes together. These were also ticked. She then added 
the two remaining hours and ticked these off. 

FA: So, four hours. So 4:30pm?  

Project lead: Yes. Did the ticking and highlighting help? 



FA: Yes, it helped me remember what I had done and helped me find what I needed 
to do too. 

Project lead: You said it was a long question – did it help with that?  

FA: Yes, I didn’t see the whole problem anymore – just each stage.  

 


