
 

In discussions with learners studying on the Supporting Teaching and learning 
Course level 2, that they were unsure about such as Phoneme and Grapheme. As 
the students support learning in schools it was imperative they understood these 
terms in practice.  

 I discussed the student’s difficulties with Natalie and we discussed beginning 
with underpinning the students’ knowledge of key words and guide them to 
make a glossary to be used in their practice.  

 To prepare for the activity I made some entry and exit cards. The entry and exit 
cards would allow me to identify each students’ individual understanding at the 
beginning of the session and then gauge their learning within the session.  

 I began the session asking students to complete the entry card.  
 Next, I gave the students a matching activity. The activity was all cut up and 

the students needed to identify key words and then find the matching 
definition.   

 Once the students had completed the activity, I gave each one a copy of a 
completed grid for them to assess how many definitions they had match 
successfully.  

 The student could then keep the grid to use in their practice in the setting 
 The students then took part in a quiz/discussions where I randomly asked 

them key descriptors and they gave me a definition.  
 Finally the students completed an exit ticket to confirm their learning within the 

session.  
 Students also asked if they could have more sessions which focused on 

phonics. 

 

(e.g. Was the activity successful? Did learners engage? Did learners make any 
improvements in their spelling and English skills as a result of the activities? Did 
learners’ understanding of vocational terminology improve? 

 On reflection the activity was extremely successful on a few levels.  
 All the exit tickets confirmed that every student had learnt key terms within the 

session. Within the quiz the student had been able to give definition with no 
support which they had not been able to do at the beginning of the session.  

 It was completed in a supportive environment, so the students were not 
embarrassed if they were unsure about a word/definition.  



 
 At the end of the activity all students confirmed they would like more support 

in phonics in practice. To extend their knowledge and understanding. 
 The students extended their English skills.  
 The students extended their vocabulary.  
 Improved the students’ knowledge and their practice when supporting 

students.  

 Within the session I copied evidence of the entry and exit tickets and kept a 
copy of the activity I provided for them. 
 

 I do feel more confident now about supporting learners in their vocational 
vocabulary. 

 I was not taught the vocational vocabulary at school either, so this also 
reinforced my knowledge and understanding.  

 More confident has improved 
 I have made a resource that can be used numerous times in practice, and I can 

share it with other teachers.  
 I may share this activity with other groups to enhance their spelling and 

vocational vocabulary. 

 

 The student comments are on the exit tickets:  
 They enjoyed the discussion, and it helped their understanding. 
 They wanted more session on phonics.  
 Making the activity into a game helped them and took the pressure off, 

achieving the correct answers. 

 



(e.g. How will you follow up on this activity? How will you embed the learning? 
What will you do differently next time?)  

At first each week we will revisit the key vocabulary. To ensure all students 
understand.  

I will give students activities for them to identify phonemes etc within texts. 

One of the English tutors has offered to visit the class and complete a phonic 
session with the students.  

Next time I will embed these activities within the Literacy units I teach all students 
to confirm and extend their understanding.  

 



 

Aim: To embed vocational terminology into my English session, I created a phonics 
activity to use in the English session as a starter activity. I based this around gardening 
as this is the topic that the learners are moving onto in term three.  

I created a work booklet based on the following words: 

Garden  

Trowel  

Fertiliser  

Artificial  

Barbecue  

Solar 

Gravel  

Compost 

Biodegradable  

Agriculture  

The booklet included the list of these words, a photo matching activity to aid learners 
understanding of 

the words and a definition sheet with space for learners to research and define any 
words that were unusual to them.  

I hoped to not only introduce some new terminology to these learners that links to their 
vocational course and their upcoming project but to also encourage learners to use 
phonics as a spelling strategy to help with their spelling skills.  

I began the task with a spelling test on these 10 words. The learners had not seen the 
words prior to 

this task and were told that I was checking their starting points before the activity.  

Learners then worked with their LSA to mark their spellings and give themselves a 
score.  



I then instructed the learners to work through the booklet completing the definition task 
and the matching activity. Once this was completed, I provided the learners with 
numerous graphemes cards to use to spell each word. I include a variety of graphemes 
cards ensuring that there were ones that didn’t need to be used as these learners have 
previous knowledge on phonics as a spelling strategy so I wanted the task to stretch 
and challenge them.  

Some learners worked either with myself or their LSA to establish the number of 
syllables in each word and then the sounds, matching the appropriate graphemes to 
these sounds and correctly spelling each word.  

I noticed that two learners (AH and KS) were very confident with the activity. These two 
learners have previous phonics knowledge and have been using phonics as a spelling 
strategy in English sessions, maths sessions and their vocational sessions. They were 
able to independently identify the number of syllables in each word, the sounds and the 
letters that made these sounds and consequently, spelt all the words correctly using 
the grapheme cards.  

The other learners in the group who have little phonics knowledge required a lot more 
assistance with the tasks but it was refreshing to see AH and KS being able to work so 
independently.  

The learners clearly gained some new knowledge from the terminology which will 
hopefully be helpful for their vocational module.  

All learners are now aware of syllables and the different ways to identify how many 
syllables are in a word – this was new to some learners.  

Some learners were able to gain a new spelling strategy to use when they are unable to 
spell words. For other learners, (AH and KS), this was a refresher of phonics however it 
is evident to see that they are already using their phonics skills independently to spell 
words in all their sessions.  

Natalie to conduct interview with learners  

I will continue to use phonics as a spelling strategy within my teaching.  

I have also created some grapheme cards for the hair and beauty department so they 
can use this spelling strategy with their learners.  

I am also delivering CPD on phonics to learners on a teaching assistant course.  



 

 

N/A 



I picked three words which we have been using on a regular basis (Communicate, 
concentration & assessment) this followed on from the week before using similar 
words such as communication and enrichment. 

I got the students to say the words out loud and to count how many syllables they 
could hear. The students would do this by tapping the table or by putting their 
hand under their chin. The students would then split up the word they were 
spelling out into the number of syllables and attempt to spell the word.  

(e.g., Was the activity successful? Did learners engage? Did learners make any 
improvements in their spelling and English skills as a result of the activities? Did 
learners’ understanding of vocational terminology improve? 

The activity was successful as the students took on board what was said and 
used the information and techniques used in previous lessons to complete the 
spellings. If the students got a spelling wrong, this would be minimal and by going 
through that particular word again the students would see their error and correct 
the spelling. 

The student’s spellings have improved of the last couple of weeks and they are 
thinking more about trying to get the right spelling rather than just putting down 
something that sounds like the word. 

 

Improvements of the student’s spellings in their work. 

 

I was not confident at first in supporting the learners as this is a new experience 
for myself and I have only been working on the project for four weeks. However, 
once Natalie came into the classroom and showed me how to deliver the 
programme in different ways then I felt a lot more confident in what I needed to 
do. 

The students seem to of picked up the way of how to use techniques to spell out 
the words. 



 

 

The students enjoyed the activities and are happy to do this each week. 

One of the students said it was “too easy and wanted harder words”. 

 

(e.g., How will you follow up on this activity? How will you embed the learning? 
What will you do differently next time?)  

 

I have only been using the programme for four weeks so I am going to carry this 
on into the next academic year and the students are happy to also carry on with 
this. 

I will have more confidence in myself as I know what I am doing and I have more 
time to complete this. 

 

 

 


