
JP was beginning his 4th year at college at the start of the project. He is a Functional 
Skills learner with an EHCP (Educational Health care Plan) due to his additional 
needs. He lives on a working livestock and arable farm with his parents and siblings. 
He has one to one in class support. 

JP began his Functional Skills journey as an Entry Level 1 learner. He needed support 
with reading and writing as well as understanding what the questions were asking 
him to do. In class he had extra time to complete tasks and was given additional 
resources like counters (for multiplication and division), clocks, spinning number 
wheels, units blocks (for addition and subtraction), multiplication grid and dice to 
help with tasks. JPs learning was slow and steady and his retention and recall was 
limited.  

During lockdown, work was posted home to JP as his internet access was limited 
and his parents were working on the farm so were not always available during lesson 
times. The work was created specifically for JP and had clear instructions so mum 
could help him to complete it. 

When we returned to college, JP was introduced to Century as an online learning 
platform. He worked on it with his in-class support reading for him as there was no 
`read aloud` function. JP liked that there was a video to explain the task, e.g. addition 
of single digit numbers; he also liked that the questions were displayed one at a time 
so it was easier to focus. The one thing that JP did not like was that he needed 
support with reading and this reduced his independence.  

JP worked through the topics within Century as well as competing the paper-based 
tasks in lesson. His confidence increased as he was also working on Century at 
home and at weekends. This new way of working had a very positive effect on JP. 
With each topic he completed, he could see his progress. This had a positive impact 
on increasing his confidence which made him want to do more.  

JP worked through all the topics for Entry Level 1 and successfully completed the 
exam. He did the same with Entry Level 2. Before he completed the whole of his 
main course, he was offered a job as a farm hand which he accepted and made the 
decision to leave the college. 

 


