
 

Modified assessments have been undertaken by 8 groups.     

Tutor observations were: 

 The learners were happy to try more questions, even though there were no 
more marks, they felt it was fairer. 

 Several of the groups were a bit disappointed that the modified diagnostic 
assessment stopped them answering all available questions (compared to 
the unmodified weekly diagnostic). They wanted the chance to have a go at all 
of the questions.   

 It was noted that some of the learners were a little frustrated at not getting to 
do the later questions.  

The action research group discussed whether the learner frustration was more 
significant among learners assessed to be operating at Grade 3 and among those 
learners in the 3 groups who felt they should “score more”. 

We were surprised that some learners wanted to attempt more questions. Our 
supposition that they would prefer a branched assessment with fewer questions was 
not supported by the learner feedback. Learners felt they should all have the same 
number of questions; they clearly had a desire for parity. 

The action research group had a long discussion around the design of the branching 
question. This design was specifically multiple-choice so it reduced the chances that 
a mathematical block was not the reason that stopped the student progressing.  

AC noted he had reviewed and refined the later questions.  It was agreed We still 
need to find a way of not showing the questions that had not been included, some 
learners commented on the fact that there appeared to be questions that they could 
not answer later was not as fair. 

The action research group discussed that the way rationale, purpose and importance 
of the diagnostic is pitched has a big impact.  The positive benefits of the activity 
need to be clearly explained to the cohorts in the induction and also reinforced on a 
regular basis.  


