
Our learners have taken to digital learning for a number of years, especially in light of 
this year when we undertook the research project as well as a number of lockdowns. 
What most learners agreed upon, is that they generally liked learning via digital 
means, however, a lot still want access to paper work and to have designated 
workbooks. We have been making our own paper workbooks for a number of years, 
combining ‘real’ exam questions and an amalgamation of worksheets from Corbett 
Maths, Maths Genie and other similar websites. These workbooks have always been 
well received by our learners. In the future, we can ensure that the physical 
workbooks are the same as the digital workbooks. Therefore, if we go into a further 
lockdown in the future, we can easily switch between digital and paper workbook 
learning, whenever it is appropriate. 

We always felt it important that learners have a workbook created by the college, as 
having the typical CGP book, clearly did not work at school. Having resources 
created with the college logo on, both digital and physical, helps create a culture of 
excellence, of academic shift, that the learners require in order to change their 
mindsets. 

 

From the research taken, I would recommend a provision that would look like the 
following: 

 Presentations to always be accessible via digital means. Have the lecturer still 
present on a whiteboard at the front of the class, but learners have the 
presentation and other class resources ready on say a laptop, to encourage 
stretch and challenge as well as independent study. Preferable for answers to 
be released digitally, throughout the lesson so the teachers time can be spent 
on prevention and monitoring. 

 Workbooks to be a 50 - 50 mix of paper and digital. Continue to specialise and 
improve our workbooks. Depending on topic, will help decide which resources 
to digitalise. 

 Assessments to almost all be digital. These include both summative and 
formative assessments. We do weekly mini assessments, these have all been 
digital this year (Google Form), we should keep them as so, as learners are 
now accustomed to the process and see the benefits of instant feedback. 
When undertaking progress assessments, we should have the majority of 
these as digital, as the (almost) instant feedback (via Rubric) makes the 
marking process much quicker. This all frees up the teacher’s time to instead 
focus on prevention and improving the learners craft through target setting. 



 
More time in the curriculum allocated for independent learning: 

We saw through much of the feedback how much our learners appreciated and 
benefited from independent learning. It became clear from early on, that our learners 
with a previous grade three took to this style of flipped learning and learner led 
approach. Their scores also matched this (+19% in comparison to teacher led 
learners of the same previous grade). 

However, learners with a previous grade 1 or 2 seemed to struggle more. Whilst 
these learners still said the liked they generally liked the independent study time 
(62%), they did receive lower scores then the learners who had a teacher led session 
(-7%). 

 

More use of videos in the curriculum: 

Another element that proved a success, both in terms of learner opinion and 
assessment achievement, were the videos I recorded. As mentioned earlier in the 
report, having tutorial videos recorded by a recognisable teacher, from within the 
college, helps with engagement and relatability. When originally going into the first 
lockdown, I would record videos on how to access our digital provision. With both of 
these sets of videos, the whole team would use, therefore bringing a standardisation 
process to video learning. 

The college recently invested in some Lightboards -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCOuu0-o5YI. I’m looking forward to trailing 
these out. This will only help increase the feel of prestigious that is much desired for 
engagement and motivation, within both the teaching faculty and the learner 
experience. 

 

Our learners’ preference and like for Century Tech: 

As I mentioned at the start of the report, when Century was first introduced to our 
learners, it was not demonstrated in a desirable fashion. The department learnt from 
these mistakes and have completely turned our learners’ opinions around. To read 
the learners glowing recommendations for Century, was a highlight of the project 
and year. The more learners become confident on Century, will often mirror their 
confidence in mathematics as a whole (as demonstrated with IB and week 8’s 
assessment results and feedback). We cannot imagine another online platform that 
would provide all the benefits that Century does for OUR learners. 

It is also important to note that 71.8% of learners said that they would use Century to 
revise for the mocks. The use of Century increased massively in the run up to the 
mocks. 

 

 

 



The importance of one-to-one sessions with learners, especially when providing a 
digital provision: 

Throughout collating my findings, one area that learners mentioned a lot when 
talking in focus groups was that whilst they liked the learner led provision myself and 
team developed, especially the autonomous nature of it, what they wanted and 
required in addition, was one to one support. Essentially, a personal tutorial, in a 
similar scope to what students at most universities receive. Due to an action 
research project the college took a few years ago, with Lynne from OTLA, the college 
implemented the findings. This being in the form of one to one tutorials at the end of 
maths lessons. These half an hour sessions usually entail seeing at least two 
learners a lesson. We have one lesson a week that is 2.5 hours plus the 0.5 hour for 
one to one. Learners, who wish to improve, benefit well from these sessions and 
every learner I asked who is aspiring for a grade 4 or above, were positive about 
these sessions. 

 

The need for a more robust and effective target setting procedure: 

We have tried for a number of years to develop a meaningful and effective target 
setting protocol. This year I devised a much more streamlined and purposeful 
process that made it much easier for learners to designated topics to focus on. 
However, in the main, learners did not really appreciate the uses or truly take 
ownership of their learning in this regard. Upon talking to the learners about it, they 
clearly saw it as a ‘tick box’ exercise. Therefore, we have the tools but not the 
emphasis to excel in this regard. This is something that the whole college needs to 
improve upon, but like with our digital provision, we could lead the way. 

 

 

 

  


