
 

 

GW was a 2020 alternative education school leaver and is a current Springboard 
Study Programme learner. She started with Springboard in August 2020 on the 
summer recovery programme to gain CEIAG and develop her personal, social and 
wellbeing skills. Throughout the summer, GW participated in PSDW projects, 
received CEIAG with embedded maths and English to support her to make a suitable 
career pathway and enhance her literacy skills in preparation for her GCSE resit. GW 
did not feel ready for the November exam so planned to sit her exams in the summer 
– these exams were then cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic in favour of 
learners receiving predicted grades which GW will receive. 

GW already achieved a grade 4 maths in school, making her exempt from discrete 
maths lessons. However, she was able to consolidate her ability to use maths in 
practical scenarios through the embedded maths in the recovery programme. She 
worked in small teams to solve problems and apply real-world skills such as 
calculating fractional and percentage discount, measuring accurately and 
interpreting data in graphs. GW continued to work towards the development of her 
GCSE English skills during this period, focusing on how to express opinions and 
interpret complex ideas, discuss the impacts and effects of certain choices in writing 
and apply creative skills to solidify her own personal writing style. 

Throughout the summer, on the recovery programme, GW developed her skills and 
knowledge and was able to make an informed decision to move onto the Care 
programme. Since starting this programme, she has made significant progress as 
she has found the ideal vocation and taken the right path. Through learning in a 
practical manner, she has been successful in attending onsite training again to gain 
subject knowledge. She is now applying her knowledge in a work placement. 

Even with the restrictions placed on everyone due to COVID-19, GW has taken 
responsibility and ownership of her own learning and development and has since 
sourced her own work experience in a local school nursery. While gaining work 
experience, GW has demonstrated excellent communication skills and showed 
significant development in her writing, which is in part to her skills being put into 
practice in a placement diary.  

GW wrote: “When I first started at Springboard, I didn’t know what I wanted to do with 
my future. I came to Springboard and did some work with the tutors. They supported 
me to figure out what I wanted to do with my future. I moved on to the Health and 
Social Care programme and now I’ve got 2 assessments left to do before moving 
onto my Level 2. I have also gained work experience in a school placement which I 
organised myself. I didn’t really have the confidence at the start, but Springboard 
staff have supported me to develop my confidence and enjoy the course. Without 
Springboard, I wouldn’t be the person I am today.” 


