
 

 

Based on our success this year, we are planning to take this from our small target 
cohort to all vocational areas next year, so that vocational tutors can help learners 
establish this link too. 

This will become a strategic approach to move how we support vocational teams 
with English. In the past, we have led training and workshops, however this approach 
feels like it creates a divide between English and vocational areas. By working 
collaboratively, as we have in this project, we remove this divide for both our learners 
and us. 

Furthermore, by looking at planning reports specifically at the start of this project, we 
linked it with the new T-Levels qualifications, as they specify reports as a key 
assessment, to prepare learners for producing reports in the workplace. To prepare 
for this, we have already started to collaborate with the T-Levels planning team to 
work out if the planning tool that we have developed will help the learners to produce 
these reports, and plan to discuss this further when the members of staff assess 
their learners’ English skills. We could either give the learners the planning tool to 
use if they wish (if they are strong writers) or if they need more support, we could do 
a similar workshop to the one that we did this year with the Public Services learners.  

This project has also provided a good starting point for an activity that we can use in 
our new induction programme next year, called Springboard. Instead of jumping 
straight into the GCSE or Functional Skills scheme of learning, next year learners 
enrolled on an English qualification will be undertaking a six week ‘skills builder’ 
course. This will help them to develop a solid foundation in the integral skills, to raise 
attainment and improve outcomes. By making this mandatory for all learners, rather 
than identifying small cohorts, we are also ensuring that we provide equal 
opportunity to practise and develop these skills. Part of this will be focusing on 
planning, as we have found that planning is an essential component in both English 
and vocational assessments. We could use a similar basic planning technique, then 
adapt it to the learners’ level by giving more scaffolding to the learners who find 
planning and writing for sustained periods of time difficult. 

 

 

  


