
After many years of trying, a small group of students had become disengaged with 
maths and it was their self-doubt that had caused the problems. They had also had 
difficult situations in school with different teachers throughout the years and 
struggles with attention. Therefore, the group I worked with needed a lot of support 
and encouragement. 

I started the group on the project in October. We used Kerboodle as it has a direct 
link to MyMaths, which would help them with home studying. It is easily accessible 
as it can be used on mobile devices. So each week I would show them the Kerboodle 
page we were working on and give them links to the MyMaths via Google Classroom 
so that they could access it more easily. Unfortunately, this has been a difficult year 
due to the pandemic and when the college went into lockdown the students then had 
to attend weekly Zoom sessions where the lesson structure was based around 
Kerboodle and MyMaths so the home learning was able to take place. In lessons the 
students were starting to respond, unfortunately with Zoom they drifted off and 
started to miss sessions. However, with encouragement from Learning Facilitator 
(LFs) they returned to the sessions and started to work in a group within college. 
There became a work ethic that I hadn’t seen before grown from an increase in 
confidence in the subject. Starting with a small group of 2 students this grew to 4 
students as the word of mouth got round. When lessons recommenced those 4 
students showed an increase in grades and their attention in lesson has increased.  

I do feel that without the support of the LF it might not have been the same outcome. 

Student JR used to fall asleep in lessons and although she wasn’t difficult she was 
unresponsive during lessons as her maths confidence was very low. Towards the 
end of the project she was the instigator of the group and encouraged other students 
to join in. In the end of year assessment she has gained a grade 3 from her starting 
point of a grade 1. Now in lessons she is able to answer questions about topics she 
previously had no idea on. 

Student SE started the year at a grade 2. She wasn’t happy coming to lessons and I 
had to get intervention. Eventually she started attending and with encouragement, 
she was able to see the benefits of gaining a grade in her maths. During lockdown 
she didn’t attend sessions but was working from home using MyMaths and Google 
classroom to complete the work. She joined up with JR and started working 
extremely hard, suddenly she was producing work that was a grade 4 standard. 

Both students have increased their previously stagnated grade. Both students have 
grown in confidence and ability. Whilst doing this they have encouraged other 
students to follow their behaviour. 

Both students sat an end of year assessment where they performed well, especially 
the Geometry (shape and measure) which had been one of their weaker areas at the 
beginning of the year. 


