
 

Learners on this course had completed Functional Skills English Level 1 earlier in the 
summer term and were preparing to begin Level 2 in the following academic year.  

At first, while we were working through the first example, which didn't seem to have 
many errors, I was unsure if my set of learners were too advanced for this. The 
grammar was almost always correct. However, within this example there were errors 
that didn't jump from the page until you read them out loud. We also managed to 
upscale vocabulary, consolidate formal and informal language and we developed our 
punctuation skills. They were more easily able to identify where to put punctuation 
and which type would be best. As we worked through examples, this pattern was 
repeated. There were common errors within singular and plural verb choices that we 
could identify and correct. The learners found the support of their peers in the paired 
work extremely useful. I noticed that when writing down what we were saying they 
were more able to answer in full sentences - rather than an answer to a question. 
Example: “Where do you live?” “UK” was the answer on the first attempt. After 
discussion, “Now, I am currently living in the UK.” All learners reported that the 
experience was helpful to them. Their comments were collated on the slides.  

I am pleased we completed the full session and all identified the many benefits that 
following this plan will bring. It not only helped with the grammar but other aspects 
of composition too. As a group, we all said it was an enjoyable and interesting lesson 
to have completed. 

They also identified formal and informal language choices. Where there was a mix, 
within a sentence they could correct and identify the informal and turn it into 
informal and vice versa. This at times was difficult to unpick but supporting each 
other in a group and discussing it together, made it so much easier. I think this is 
important to note too. As for one sentence we had to restructure it completely to 
make it formal. It was very interesting. Even the British born ESOL learner struggled 
to unpick it.  

Even the British born ESOL learner struggled to unpick it.  

This week we read out loud the work, in turn again. No one put up their hand to 
identify any grammar mistakes during the reading. Only a couple of mistakes were 
identified at the end of the reading. We then went back and listened to that part and 
attempted correcting. Some more complex errors needed a discussion, while errors 
around was, were and prepositions were identified more easily with 1 member of the 
group giving an answer. Each member was able to do this. They all felt each learner 
had good grammar overall and I agreed, however I did spot more errors than the 
learners. I then displayed the written version too.  



Identifying subject-verb agreement was a common error this week that needed a 
discussion. We identified which tense the writer wanted the sentence to be in and 
corrected accordingly. There was quite a bit of tense confusion. This week, they 
identified more errors when looking at the written version and again we looked at 
vocabulary choices and punctuation. Three learners identified 20 mistakes in Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory and one learner found 13. After the reading two learners 
identified one more mistake and the learner identifying 13 said she found more 
errors. 

All learners found the session useful and again said that they heard more errors 
when listening. One learner, the weaker of the two, identified that she found the best 
way for her to spot more errors was to use both the written and spoken together. I’ve 
set them ‘My Childhood Home’ this week. I’ll do that one next then I think we’ll get 
into the writing. Sounds like the writing will be very beneficial for them. 

Today’s feedback:  

S – “I learned when I read my writing out loud I identify more mistakes. “ 

V –“ I identified some grammar mistakes while listening to someone reading.”  

C – “A better understanding of which tense I use for verbs.”  

W –“ I can’t see a lot of the mistakes from listening only. I need to be able to read 
it too. When I am reading and listening together I can spot more mistakes. “  

This week we read out in a group. I think with the strong Italian accents it is hard to 
hear mistakes on Zoom. I only heard two on CP’s reading. No one reported a mistake 
when spoken. However, when we looked at CP’s written piece and I read it aloud 
there were more mistakes. All reported that looking at the written text and reading 
aloud was the most powerful in our current circumstances.  

We chose to highlight errors today in three different colours. I highlighted sentences 
and the learners talked through to correct them. This was really powerful, and we 
could identify that prepositions, determiners and tense created the majority of issues 
in our writing. There was the occasional punctuation error around commas. The 
learners could see it much more clearly with the highlights.  

As we were short of time, I put the learners in pairs to discuss the remaining two 
pieces, using the highlighting system. This worked well when I went in to observe. 
They could identify the difference between the three types of errors - grammar, 
punctuation and spellings. There were no spelling errors. I set extra work on 
prepositions for the learners to work on and we will look at this specifically next 
week.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

This week we looked at subject-verb agreement. I asked each learner to read out 
their work and their partner to note all the verbs they had used. We worked in pairs in 
breakout rooms, as we can hear better this way. This allowed the learners to identify 
each verb. They highlighted subject and verb, each in a different colour, then went 
through the written piece together, highlighting and correcting. We came back 
together and went through the written piece, checking the alterations as a group and 
discussing ideas for the correct tense.  

Some learners were able to suggest different tenses - the three different forms of 
past tense, for example. After working through two pieces they were sent back into 
breakout rooms to work through the second piece of writing. All learners had 
benefited from a group discussion to further develop their understanding of 
grammar. The problem here was that sometimes we discussed so much we 
confused each other as to which tense was correct, highlighting the need for a more 
in-depth look at tenses for us all.  

Sometimes, we were able to select the correct tense, but unable to explain why. The 
different opinions of the group only served to confuse us further. However, all of the 
learners, again felt the benefit of this self-directed learning session. The focus on 
one aspect helped them to really focus on tense in particular. Some good 
discussions were taking place, when visiting each breakout room. They all said that 
the session was really helpful and we can see in the work the progress the group are 
making. Their writing stamina has improved and they are all writing more with fewer 
errors.  

Next week we will look at articles as this is still an error that is present on occasions 
in some learner work, although consistent in others.  


