
 has had a varied educational experience, both in the UK and abroad.  
Although she enjoys learning per se, she says that she didn’t enjoy maths and 
English when she was at school.  This seems to be related to having a lack of 
confidence in her ability in these subjects, almost akin to maths and English anxiety.   

She enjoys being at college and has enjoyed her experience of English so far.  Based 
on a piece of free writing done at the start of the term, it seems that one of her 
biggest obstacles when she started the course was developing ideas in her written 
work.  Sentence structures and vocabulary needed to be developed. However, her 
use of punctuation and her spellings were quite accurate.  In other words, the project 
seemed to be almost designed for her, as it focused on developing the imaginative 
component of her written work. 

She is very focused in terms of career goals, so she doesn’t lack motivation.  
Throughout the course she has responded positively to feedback, especially in terms 
of returning to her work to make improvements.  The following piece of free writing 
gives an indication of Student A’s writing skills prior to the project in September 
2020. 

  My school experience was good but i will not say it was the best part of my life 
because studying in a school that was not really well equip was not really good. I 
had to deal with a lot of things. I studied in nigeria, I got my result from nigeria. 
Studying in nigeria was not really fun because I did not know what they were doing 
but i hope to gain what i can to earn then and gain knowledge from the course I 
am in now. 

  My maths and english experience are not really good but i am trying my best to 
sit up well and listen to stay on the right tack and get work done to get good 
grades and be able to do well in the future. 

  My career aim and ambition is to finish my college education with good grades 
so that i can be able to move to the  next step in my career. 

  My hobbies are dancing and singing. And my interests are listening to music and 
training my voice. 

  The things i enjoy or like doing are singing, dancing and using my phone. They 
help me to reduce my stress and using my phone helps me get to be familiar with 
the internet. 

   My lockdown experience was so boring i was always busy with school work and 
domestic chores alone. I had to wash plates like five times a day I did not have 
much fun. 



 
    Coming to college was a good idea, and was also a good experience. My friends 
are helpful. They help me go to the right track when I am not getting what the 
tutors  are saying.The tutors are always helpful for them having the time to explain 
over and over again just for me to get what they are saying is really good. And i 
think choosing to go for a college is a good  thing for me and going for a course in 
this college is going to help me a lot. 

   My expectations this year are to have good grades out of college. And be able to 
do wellin maths and english. 

is a male in his forties and is a native speaker of English. He has lived for 
all his life in the Wolverhampton area.  He wished to achieve the best grade possible 
in his GCSE for career advancement, motivated by a strong personal interest in the 
subject.  He has dyslexia, but this has not deterred him from joining the course and 
being an avid reader in his free time. He is confident as a person. However, due to 
extraneous factors during his formative school years, his confidence in academic 
pursuits is rather low by his own admission.   

His free writing activity in the initial session was exemplary in terms of quality, 
whereby he acknowledged the factors which had caused him difficulty in his 
academic progression. He has a sense of humour, which comes through in both his 
written work and spoken contributions to discussions. 

Additional Commentary: Both students enjoyed taking part in the project and felt 
that the experience was a rewarding one, as they were able to see tangible results.  
They were also able to gauge real and meaningful progress in their written work by 
having the opportunity to look back over the tasks they had completed at different 
stages in the course.  There are discernible improvements to Student A’s written 
work, especially when the piece of free writing from the start of the course is 
compared which written work produced as a result of participating in this project.  
The most striking areas of improvement include additional details, more figurative 
language and more purposeful use of punctuation. (See Appendix 15 for comments 
from two of the participating learners). 

 


