
GCSE English learners are required to produce a piece of creative prose writing as 
part of the course. In the exam, our learners are given a choice of four written 
prompts to inspire their writing (examples of these written prompts are shown 
throughout this appendix). Teachers noticed that, for the vast majority of learners, 
their writing improved when they based their piece on something they had 
experienced themselves. The lessons typically involved giving the learners a writing 
prompt (for example: write a piece with the title ‘The Race’) followed by alternative 
peer assessment with dialogic questioning (see Appendix 2 and Appendix 4). The 
learners would then be tasked with thinking of lots of different ways that the title 
could be used. For example: a race at school, a race with a sibling or a less obvious 
interpretation (see examples below). We were struck by how much more effectively 
learners were able to use language and structure to engage their readers when they 
were writing from their own experiences. However, we appreciated that this would 
not necessarily be true for every learner, and we ensured that learners could easily let 
us know if they would rather not base their piece on a lived experience. A minority of 
learners chose to write about something entirely fictional, as this was a better option 
for them. The examples below show excerpts from pieces that our learners 
produced when drawing on their own experiences. The headings show the writing 
prompt they were responding to. 

This learner used language and structure consistently well, as she told a funny story 
about one particularly memorable Christmas day. As can be seen here, the learner’s 
descriptions are original and authentic. The full piece was three pages long, but only 
the first two paragraphs are included here. 

 

 



This title inspired one learner to creatively describe the cafe where he worked part-
time. Excerpt shown below. The similes and scathing tone were highlighted as 
particularly impressive for this learner.  



This title was particularly popular with our learners. The examples below 
demonstrate how learners took the title and made it their own. We noticed, in 
particular, how much more effectively learners were able to structure their writing 
when working on this task.  

 





 

 



 



Many learners could relate to this title. We also encouraged learners to change the 
final word to an emotion of their choice. Example 1 (below) was an excerpt taken 
from a piece written by a learner who described an uncomfortable train journey with 
excellent authenticity. Example 2 (below) was written by a learner who decided to 
write about a time he felt proud. 





Learners interpreted this title in lots of different ways. The excerpt from a learner’s 
piece (shown below) demonstrates how drawing on a particularly emotive and 
memorable event helped her to use language to effectively capture how she was 
feeling. 

We noticed that lots of our learners enjoyed writing about memories of school. Their 
descriptions were vivid and authentic as they drew on their lived experiences of their 
school days. See example below. 


