
 

AR is a Performing Arts learner on his second year of study for English Language. AR 
is a colourful character who is a natural performer who enjoys Performing Arts 
immensely and has no problem reading out in class in GCSE English. However, AR 
did not enjoy GCSE English and failed to see the link between GCSE English and 
Performing Arts. He did very little written work in 2019/20 and the lockdown affected 
his studies greatly. He was impossible to motivate online and although he knew the 
importance of reading for his lines, he would not read for GCSE. He is one of ten 
siblings, so it was very difficult for him to do any work at home. His written work 
suffered greatly, and he was unable to provide the evidence for a CAG grade for 
GCSE English. This saw AR back studying GCSE English in September. His year 
group in PA were approached to help with the filming of the extracts and AR was 
very excited about this prospect. He started to understand the links between the 
subjects and enjoy his time in GCSE English more and settle down with behaviour 
also.  

 

CD is a childcare learner with a difficult home life. She had previously had a period of 
home schooling due to various issues with anxiety and mental health conditions. She 
attended college in 2019-20 on a low-level course due to these problems but was 
moved up to a level three course for this year. When lockdown hit, she found working 
hard very difficult due to the children at her household. She was not brought up with 
reading and found this a very difficult concept in English. CD, however, was obviously 
extremely capable but had not been given the time to shine. She found the videos 
extremely helpful as they brought the ‘text to life’ and ‘helped her to understand how 
it should sound in her head when she is reading it.’ Her exam analysis and evaluation 
answers have improved greatly and she feels much less anxious about completing 
work in sessions. She is set to pass GCSE English with a CAG grade as her work is 
so much improved.  

 

DR studying Animal Care on her first year at college DR has been diagnosed with 
Dyslexia and is originally from Italy, so language can sometimes still be a barrier to 
overcome. DR has attended every lesson of GCSE English, even when these came 
remote due to the Covid restrictions and lockdowns. DR’s lessons have become far 
more digitalised with all students working using computers to access and complete 
work, as well as her groups lessons being delivered simultaneously online and in the 
classroom. DR always reads the entire extract to help her understand but did say that 
the recording helped her to understand ‘the correct tones’ and that this helped 
‘entertain and give emotion’. DR’s work has improved over the year, this has been 
greatly to her understanding the extracts improving, resulting in her being more 
confident in analysing the content.  

 



 
GH is in his third year at college, currently in his second year studying Level 3 Media, 
making this his third time retaking GCSE English. GH has been diagnosed with 
having mild dyspraxia. GH has made tremendous improvements this year in his level 
of work and we feel this is due to his improved understanding of the extracts. GH 
openly states that he ‘likes taking a break from other things’ when reading but 
‘sometimes’ books can ‘drag on a lot’ and he can find it difficult ‘keeping focused’. 
However, this year he is determined to read the extract ‘always the first time’ to help 
him analysis the text. He says that he found the recordings ‘more entertaining than 
reading it’ himself, taking in more information regarding the text and therefore 
understanding it better. GH’s work this year has improved to such an extent, showing 
greater understanding in analysing and evaluating, that he is set to pass GCSE 
English with a high CAG grade. 

 

RT is currently in her first year at college studying Childcare Level 3. RT has no 
learning difficulties but does have access to exam support. RT has struggled 
maintaining attendance this year with her GCSE English lessons becoming remote 
delivery due to the Covid-19 pandemic. When asked what she enjoys about reading, 
she responded that she likes ‘that I can feel like I’m in the book and have time to 
myself’ but she did does find that ‘all the words’ and ‘keeping’ her ‘place’ is difficult 
and sometimes overwhelming. So for RT, who says she really enjoyed watching the 
recording of the extract, this really helped her to ‘understand’ all the ‘words that are 
different to the ones we use now’, putting them into context for her and helping her 
analyse them better. This has helped to improve her confidence in being able to 
understand English and with the opportunity to return to the classroom next year, the 
recordings will continue to help RT improve and achieve.    

 

  


