
 

 

I am employed by Suffolk New College as a maths lecturer; my role includes 
teaching full time and part time GCSE maths and Functional Skills maths to ESOL 
learners. 

The initial introduction of the visualiser into sessions enabled tutors to demonstrate 
their own workings out/diagrams and relay these images onto a SMART screen in 
actual time. Learners were able to follow systematic instructions with guidance. 
Videos clips available on YouTube that demonstrate mathematics are often 
recorded at a pace that some learners often cannot follow and so the use of the 
visualiser by the tutor to record a demonstration of a handwritten calculation can be 
of real benefit. 

Initially in late Autumn 2020 all learners were receiving face to face sessions. 
However, COVID-19 restrictions minimised attendance so we offered a blend of face-
to-face classes for ESOL learners and online for both full and part time GCSE 
learners. The visualiser worked well in the classrooms using the college IT 
connections. However, in October 2020 all of our face-to-face sessions were moved 
to online delivery and teachers who were working at home reported various technical 
difficulties with the visualisers when using their own PC systems. Problems with 
distortion or delays meant that visualisers made them much less ineffective as a 
teaching tool. However, those tutors who went into the main campus to use the 
college PC support system were able to use visualisers during the three months lock 
down period and have continued their use throughout 2020, 

I used visualisers in my work with pre-ESOL, 16 - 18-year-old learners, studying Entry 
Level 1 Functional Skills Maths. These students were high needs learners who 
required one to one learner support with a reader and frequent interventions to 
enable them to make progress in basic language and maths skills. The use of 
visualisers enabled me to use diagrams and pictures much more easily and flexibly 
in my teaching. As these learners had a different cultural background, they often 
used handwriting, maths notation and calculation strategies that were different from 
those used in English speaking countries e.g. the method of writing from left to right 
in English and the reverse for some African and Middle Eastern countries. These 
learners particularly appreciated the use of a visualiser during class demonstrations 
as it was possible to model in close up handwriting practices at a much slower pace 
than the usual. 

 


