
  

Level  Degree of help  

1  SUPERVISE  
Keep students on task without giving them any ideas or 
answers. Help students understand what is expected of 

them on a task.  

2  HINT  
Give students hints but no direct ideas or methods for any 
questions. Students can be given vague pointers but not 

specific scenarios or examples.  

3  SUGGEST  

Students can be given scenarios or ideas they could not 
come up with on their own. This includes helping them 

choose method for questions but not doing the question 
with them.  

4  TEACH  
Students can be given any help possible to get them 
through the task. This may include clear step by step 
instructions or doing the work alongside the student.  

  

Role Models – Maths is more teacher led, quick paced and uncomfortable for our 
students. You can help them by role modelling the behaviour we need them to 
maintain to learn effectively in the classroom by doing the following:  

 Pay attention when the teacher is delivering, (no multi-tasking or typing on the 
computer)  

 Make it clear to students that maths can be challenging but it is learnable with 
repetition, effort, positive attitude and practice. Tell them your own 
experiences of learning and success. (do NOT say that you are bad at maths, 
or that you find maths hard)  

 Let students correct you and thank them for noticing if you make a mistake. 
Be open with students when you are confused or not sure about something 
and show your willingness to improve. The students will feel more confident if 
they understand that even adults are still learning.  

Help NOT expected – In an ideal world the LSAs and teacher would be supervising 
as students learned effectively without needing any help. Because this is the case, 
the minimum amount of help is most ideal. I will have a scale on the wall showing 
students how much help they can expect with each activity to encourage them to 
work by themselves  

Weaker learners – Whenever possible, I will try to work with the weakest learners, 
while encouraging LSAs to work with students that need less help. This way the 
maths expertise is implemented where it is needed most. (This will only apply for 



 
students with needs linked to cognitive understanding of maths, I understand LSAs 
have a more specialist understanding of students’ other needs such as BESD and 
physical)  

Growth mindset and the power of yet – remind students if they can’t do something, 
they can’t do it YET but they will. Same with passing tests, memorising some maths 
facts etc. they may not know it YET but they will. Look up ‘The power of yet’ ‘growth 
mindset’ and ‘neuro plasticity’ to learn more.  

 


