
Due to the countrywide lockdown in Jan ’21 the decision was made for all the 
department’s maths and English provision to move online.  This meant that although 
groups included learners who would have chosen an online course the majority of 
learners had not specifically chosen to study via an online course. 

Resources were reviewed and adapted ahead of the start of the 2nd cohort of 
courses with the classes continuing to follow a ‘Flipped Learning’ pattern.  Each 
class met weekly for a one-hour online teaching session giving an overview of each 
topic and individual practice followed by a small group session (tutorials) in which 
learners worked together to practice and apply their learning to exam style 
questions.  Learners were then set similar exam style questions to complete 
independently at home to be submitted through Teams. 

Administrative changes meant that learners were able to receive their Teams log in 
before the start of the course and Teams was used for all course meetings, 
resources & homework.  Before starting the course, each group had a ‘week zero’ 
induction session as a group and individual meetings with the tutor.   

Weekly study 

 

 

The pre-class preparation work was divided into smaller topics allowing learners to 
find particular topics more easily and to plan their study throughout the week. The 
previous PowerPoints had varied in length from week to week. In order to plan their 
pre-class preparation learners were asked to complete a ‘Self - assessment’ grid 
detailing that week’s topics (see appendix 9).  This enabled them to focus their work 
on necessary topics.  Learners then accessed the preparation files through Teams, 
completing work as they felt necessary, before completing a quiz. The tutor used the 
results of the quiz to adapt the taught session to meet learners’ needs. 



 

 

 

Pre-class preparation resources are stored in ‘Files’ on Teams. 

 

 



 

Forms surveys were set as assignments on Teams at the beginning, middle and end 
of the course (see appendices 4, 5 and 6).  This led to a very high response rate 
across all classes. At the time of writing only one course had finished so the majority 
of the data is from the beginning and the middle of the courses. 



 Learners all stated that they were getting to know each other ‘a little’, 
‘somewhat’ or ‘very much’ with a slight increase over time. 

 All learners responded that they were enjoying studying online ‘somewhat’ or 
‘very much’ 

 Learners grew in confidence in accessing the course online over time with 6 
out of 7 stating they were ‘extremely confident’ by the middle of the course. 

 By the middle of the course 5 out of 7 learners stated that it was ‘somewhat 
important’ or ‘very important’ to them that they felt part of a group when 
learning online compared to 3 at the beginning of the course. 

 Learners’ confidence in sharing ideas in online teaching sessions increased 
throughout the course with 5 out 7 being ‘somewhat confident’ or ‘extremely 
confident’ by the middle of the course. 

 11 out 14 learners stated that they were getting to know each other ‘a little’, 
‘somewhat’ or ‘very much’ at the beginning of the course with 2 stating ‘Not at 
all’.   

 All learners responded that they were enjoying studying online ‘a little’, 
‘somewhat’ or ‘very much’ 

 8 out of 9 learners were ‘somewhat confident’ or ‘extremely confident’ in 
accessing the course by the mid-course survey 

 When asked whether it was important to feel part of a group when learning 
online, the majority of learners stated this was ‘somewhat important’ in the 
first survey, with ‘neutral’ being the most likely response by the middle of the 
course. 

 7 out of 9 learners stated that it was ‘somewhat important’ to them that they 
felt part of a group when learning online compared with the other two 
responses being ‘a little’ and ‘not at all’. 

 Confidence in sharing ideas and answers in a live teaching session remained 
at ‘somewhat confident’ during the course. 

 



 

 Responses indicate that learners are getting to know each other better over 
time 

 All learners responded that they were enjoying studying online ‘somewhat’ or 
‘very much’ 

 Levels of confidence in accessing the course remain similar with about 80% 
of learners stating they felt ‘somewhat’ or ‘extremely confident’ 

 Responses suggest the importance of learning in a group has increased over 
time with just 1 learning feeling that working alongside others in their tutorial 
group does not help develop their maths knowledge and skills 

 Confidence in sharing ideas and answers increased over time 


