
 

From a personal and teacher perspective I really enjoyed this activity.   I thought it 
was engaging and interactive and the students' focus was almost immediate (you 
will always get some students that are anti!)  I have just spoken to a couple 
(CSW/ESW) and they agreed that the activity gave students the exposure to new 
vocabulary, seeing words in context of varying levels of difficulty, reinforced and 
reviewed grammar knowledge and enabled reluctant writers.  We think that the high 
needs students did benefit from this activity as exposure to words and meanings 
can only be positive - it is that exposure.     

Personally, I think this is a better way forward than banging on about reading a 
book.  So well done.  I have a confession I used your idea but in a paper based 
format when I was tutoring some year 5's last year and it worked perfectly especially 
with reluctant writers - they enjoyed writing a paragraph using the set words (I think 
3-4 sentences seems manageable and when read back sounded great!!) 

The project was excellent for our high needs learners. There was a good variety of 
new vocabulary at all levels, so it was challenging for all. 

Student A really benefited from the visual examples used on the smart board as she 
could relate the new word to it.  

For example, Azure, not a word she had ever come across. To sign it to her I would 
have to sign Blue/ bright. But this would not give a true reflection of the colour.  But 
she could get the true meaning by seeing an example of the character with bright 
blue azure-coloured eyes. 

Also by recapping the previous vocab at the start of the lesson it enabled her to 
embed it. Learners have retention difficulties and need lots of repetition and 
reinforcement. By revisiting these new words they became more familiar and she 
was more likely to include them in her descriptive writing.  

Unfortunately, when you left this ceased to happen and I feel all was lost. Also due to 
the online lessons and new tutor not knowing her needs it became almost 
impossible for her.  

The OTLA project did help the high needs students in expanding their vocabulary as 
this was evident in some of their written tasks at that time. I do feel this project is 
beneficial for the students in general and it will help the high needs students 
especially when most of them do not read either. 

  


