
 

Purpose: 

To determine if a learner is pre-entry ESOL, Entry ESOL or Functional Skills English so 
that they may complete the appropriate initial assessment.  If the Inductions Tutor / 
Assessor determines that a learner is above Entry level, they would take the BKSB 
English Assessment even if they are an ESOL learner.  This is because the ESOL 
Initial Assessment materials are designed to differentiate between Entry levels to 
facilitate the most accurate allocation to available classes.  At present, there are only 
pre-Entry and Entry ESOL classes available.    

Guidance for assessors: 

Learners are to be asked 5 questions, designed to elicit full sentence responses.   

Follow-up questions may be asked to gain more insight into level. 

Pre-screen questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Question 3 is designed to elicit past tense.     

Assessment criteria: 

 Pre-entry:  cannot, or struggles to communicate. 

 ESOL:  Limited range, errors in grammar and/or word choice 

 Functional skills:  Speaks more naturally, few or no errors 

*Learners determined to be pre-entry are not appropriate for maths at any level 

N.B.  The text below is condensed to save space and, for brevity, only one exemplar is 
included here.   

1.  Do you speak any English? How much? 

2.  How did you learn English? 

3.  What did you do yesterday? 

4.  Tell me about your home country? 

5.  What are some differences between your country and the UK? 



Purpose: 

The ESOL writing initial assessment is to be used to determine the ESOL level (pre-
Entry to Entry 3) a learner is currently writing at.  The assessment may also be used 
to determine if a learner is writing at a Functional Skills English level. 

The writing level can be used to determine which class a learner is to be allocated to. 

Guidance for assessors: 

 There are two writing assignments available.  The induction tutor is to assign 
one based on the pre-screen. 

 Learners are to be encouraged to answer the question in full with complete 
sentences and/or paragraphs.  

 Learners may be given the second writing assignment if the first is found to 
be too easy or difficult. 

The writing assessment is not graded.  Level is to be determined by holistic 
impressions, and based on the writing assessment criteria. 

If learners are unable to write, the Inductions Tutor must confirm whether the learner 
is functionally illiterate (has English fluency) or unable to write due to inability to 
understand or speak English (pre-Entry).  Functionally illiterate learners must 
improve their literacy skills by working with a Shannon Trust mentor before joining 
education. 
  



 

 

Name: ___________________________ Prison number: __________  Date: ____________ 

ESOL Writing Initial Assessment – Pre-entry / Entry 1 

What do you like about where you live? 

What do you dislike about where you live? 

Think about: 

 People 
 Buildings 
 Weather 
 Food 

   

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
____________________ 
 

 
  



 

Name: ___________________________ Prison number: __________  Date: ____________ 

 

ESOL Writing Initial Assessment – Entry 2 / Entry 3 

Tell us about your hobbies and interests (free time activities, including sports).   
Write about: 

 A hobby or interest you had when you were younger.   
 A hobby or interest you have now, and why you enjoy it.   
 A hobby or interest you would like to start in the future.   

 

Please write as much as you can.  Write on the lines below.   

 

 

Purpose: 

The ESOL writing assessment criteria is to be used to determine which ESOL level is 
most appropriate for new learners. 

The criteria may also be used to determine if a learner may need to complete an 
additional writing task. 



 

Writing Initial assessment criteria 

Pre-entry 

 Unable to produce coherent writing. 
 Single words. 
 Very simple sentences with little to no range. 

Entry 1 

 Can produce simple sentences. 
 Very limited range. 
 Range of errors including use of capital letters, spelling, grammar, a lack of 

punctuation and incorrect word order. 

Entry 2 

 Able to produce longer, grammatically correct sentences; i.e. using correct 
word order such as subject – verb - object.   

 May write a simple paragraph. 
 Errors are likely and could include capital letters, spelling, grammar, 

incorrect punctuation and incorrect word order in more ambitious 
sentences.     

 Can spell common, simple words accurately. 

Entry 3 

 Able to write at least one paragraph. 
 Can use compound sentences. 
 Uses linking words beyond and/or/but. 
 Range of vocabulary and grammar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cannot be understood.  Doubtful that candidate speaks English. 

Points: 

 Very poor handwriting.
 Spelling may be from own language (ie. ‘Mai’). 
 Fails to produce even basic, relevant English words (e.g. job). 
 Only recognizable words are copied from question. 

 

Please write a paragraph about yourself 

Examples:  Where you are from, your job, age, family, likes/dislikes, hobbies, etc 

 

 



 

N.B.  Only one Reading assessment is included here for brevity.   

Purpose: 

The ESOL reading initial assessment is to be used to determine a learner’s ESOL 
reading level. 

Guidance for assessors: 

 Learners should be given the reading assessment most appropriate to the 
level indicated in the pre-screen and/or writing assessment.  The writing 
assessment will be done before the reading assessment.   

 If a learner completes the reading assessment quickly and gains full marks, 
you may wish to give them the next level up.  

 Learners who struggle with or are unable to complete the assessment may be 
given the next level down. 

 For learners attempting the Entry 2 and Entry 3 assessments, please remind 
them to answer in sentences where required as this forms part of the 
assessment criteria.  Pre-Entry and Entry 1 learners do not have to (attempt 
to) answer in sentences. 

 Marks are to be given for the correct answer only.  There is no penalty for 
additional information unless it is clear that the learner has copied whole 
passages with no evident understanding.   

 In the Entry 2 and Entry 3 assessments, no whole or half marks are to be 
awarded for one-word or otherwise partial answers where sentences are 
required.  

 To be suitable for a course at the level of the assessment, a learner should 
not drop more than three marks on Entry 1, four marks on Entry 2 or five 
marks on Entry 3.   

 Minimum reading initial assessment marks 

Assessed 
level  

Pre-entry Entry 1 Entry 2 Entry 3 

Pre-entry  maximum 4   

Entry 1  5 of 8   

Entry 2   10 of 14  

Entry 3    11 of 16 

 



 

Name: ___________________________ Prison number: __________  Date: ____________ 

 

ESOL Reading Initial Assessment – Entry 1 
Time limit:  10 minutes 
Read the text and answer the questions. 

My name is Mujaheed Ali and I’m 36 years old.  I come from Pakistan but I live in 
Lowestoft, England now.  I’m married to Samira.  I have a shop in Lowestoft.  My 
wife is a nurse and she works at the local hospital.  I’ve got two children.  My son, 
Salman, is 8 and my daughter, Maryam, is 6.  My children go to school near our 
shop.  We live in a two-floor flat above the shop.  In the afternoon I like playing 
with my children and reading with them.  In the evening I have dinner with my wife 
and then we watch TV.  At the weekend, I play football for a team called Lowestoft 
Athletic.   

1.  How old is Mujaheed?  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Who is Mujaheed married to? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3.  What city does Mujaheed live in? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Where does Mujaheed’s wife work? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5.  How old is Mujaheed’s daughter?   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

6.  What two things does Mujaheed do in the evening? 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

7.  What football team does Mujaheed play for?   

_______________________________________________________________________      

Total ___ (out of 8) 

 

Adapted from materials kindly provided by the City of Glasgow College 

  


