
 

FP is a native Spanish speaker who took the ESOL Writing assessment in December 
2020.  He was sent the ESOL IA Writing at the same time as the Entry 3 Introduction 
Pack (the first of 7, including a ‘Completion Package’ comprising Pack 6, a Practice 
Pack and a Mock Exam).  He completed the entire Entry 3 course on 27th April 2021.   

FP’s initial pack work was at a lower Entry 3 standard and was assessed at a lower 
Entry 3 level based on his Writing Initial Assessment.  This shows that, in this case, 
there is a tight match between the work FP produced in the IA and in his initial packs.  
Moreover, the specific areas for development identified in FP’s IA Writing are 
consistent with the areas for development that emerged in his packs.   

1. Use of conjunctions:  FP has a tendency to use a comma to separate two 
clauses or ideas where a conjunction is required grammatically (or, in some 
cases, the use of a semi-colon, which is beyond ESOL Entry 3).  Advice and 
information was given to FP on the packs and in the feedback summaries.  
This lead to FP using relatively short compound sentences in some writing 
activities.     

2. Past simple:  In the earliest packs, FP often did not use past simple when it 
was required by writing tasks.  After feedback was given, he started to use 
past simple more but had trouble forming past simple irregular verbs.  He was 
provided with an irregular verb list to assist him with spelling and writing 
accurately in the past.  Although not perfect, his accuracy in using past simple 
developed over the course of the packs and, in single-item grammar 
exercises, his use of past simple is solid for Entry 3.  There is even evidence 
of differentiating between past simple and continuous correctly in later packs.   

3. Spelling:  FP makes (mostly minor) spelling mistakes that do not impede the 
reader’s understanding of intended meaning.  However, some misspellings 
are of basic words.  In feedback, FP was advised to keep a ‘spelling dictionary’ 
to record words with the correct spelling, and to refer to this when needed.  
However, because different activities require different words, spelling errors 
continued to feature in FP’s work throughout the series of packs.  It is unclear 
whether this is a fossilised learning issue or simply a function of his level.        

  


