
 

4. In this extract, there is an attempt to create an atmosphere of dread.   Evaluate 
how successfully this is achieved. 

Support your views with reference to the text.  

Question 4: The writer does create an atmosphere of dread. At the start of the text 
the reader gives us mixed feelings because he says “I saw the count’s head coming 
out from the window” which gives us a sense of dread because we want to know 
what's going to happen next but then the writer then starts using happy words 
‘wonderful’ and ‘amused’ so this takes all the dread away. Then straight away all that 
dread comes back because the writer has gone from “wonderful how small a matter 
will interest and amuse a man when he is a prisoner” to “But my very feelings 
changed to repulsion and terror” by changing the atmosphere will keep the reader 
very entertained.  

In the middle of the text the writer uses long sentences to describe what he is seeing 
which is causing dread for the reader because the reader just wants to know what's 
going to happen next. The writer then describes the count as a “lizard” which makes 
the reader think it is actually a human? Or a creature? This creates even more dread 
and fear because we don't know what this “lizard” could do. 

I think this response is good, for the student has used some quotations to support 
his statement, but to make it even better these are some improvements that I would 
do: 

He could use the sentence ‘At first I could not believe my eyes’ to show that he was 
in a state, shock, panic so that for him that was something unreal. 

In my opinion, I think that JW’s response was detailed quite nicely by including a 
couple of quotes for example 

In my opinion, I feel as if JW evidence is a much stronger piece and more detailed 
because he goes straight to the point in detail of how the writer is subconsciously 
feeling. In addition, he uses more quotes to back up his point. 

 



 







 

A Shipley College Student  
C/O Shipley College English Dept.,  
Salt Building, Victoria Rd,   
Shipley,  
Saltaire,  
BD18 3LQ  

 

11 February 2021 

Dear College Student 

I just thought I should write to you and introduce my self to you. Well hello -- I’m 17 
years of age nearly 18. 

I currently live in London but I used to live in Somerset. The bit of London that I live 
in is North East London specifically the borough of Waltham Forest. And the bit of 
Somerset that I used to live in specifically was Taunton. 

Well in life I have many things I dislike and many things that I like for example I 
dislike people that talk about their friends behind their backs but there are also 
many things I do like ice skating. When I finish college I am hoping to join the army 
but if not I will join the police which will require going university. 

My education experiences have been quite boring but very educating. I went to 
secondary school for 5 years and ended with no grades due to my mental health 
going down hill drastically. I am also going to college for 4-5 years. My opinion on 
studying English is that it is one of my stronger subjects but it is not one of my 
favourite subjects. 

I hope to hear from you soon and I look forward to meeting you in person. 

Yours faithfully  

CL 

 



 



 

A Shipley College Student 
C/O Shipley College English Dept., 
Salt Building, Victoria Rd,  
Shipley, 
Saltaire, 
BD18 3LQ 
 
[10/02/2021] 

 

RE: Introductions 

 

Dear student  

 

Hello I am a student studying in Waltham forest college I am a 17 year old student 
studying hair and beauty originally I am from Lithuania but I live in london for 17 
years  

 

 I live in East London more specifically in leyton my area is really busy all the time 
cars/buses going there is alot of shops around that people could go and shop  

 

I really enjoyed doing art in secondary so I decided to do beauty in college because 
it is to do with art what I do really dislike is doing maths because maths is not my 
strongest subject my plans for future are to become a hairdresser and a makeup 
artist and open my own salon  

 

 My learning experience in GCSE English is very good I think English Language is 
really helpful for students knowing and learning English the teachers at waltham 
forest college are awesome I am glad I do GCSE English to improve my English  

 

Do u have a future plan if so what is it and why you chose that specific subject? 

 

Thank you  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

GA 



Dear GA  

  

Hi my name is Ellie ,  I am 16 year old and I am a student at Shipley College. I study 
Travel and Tourism level 2 as well as resitting my English and Maths. This is my 
first year in college, nearly my second .   

 

I study in Saltaire , which is an area in Bradford in West Yorkshire England. It is 
named after Sir Titus Salt who built a textile mill , known as Salts Mill and he built 
buildings where Shipley College is now and where I study my course. Saltaire 
Village was designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2001.  

  

I live in Bradford, which is a town on the rise. It’s just a few kilometres from Leeds 
and Manchester , it is known for having the best curries in the United Kingdom , it 
is a multicultural city. The city offers affordable housing , good schools , and a 
great outdoor scene , making it an appealing choice for families too. My point of 
view on Bradford is that it is a good place to live but when i am older I don't want 
to live in Bradford.    

 

Did you know? - In Bradford we have a family-friendly city centre with an award-
winning city park.  

 

Did you know ? - Sir Titus Salt didn’t want any pubs because he didn’t want his 
workers to drink alcohol. There are now several pubs in the village including one at 
the side of the canal near the park.  

 

At the moment at Shipley College I am studying Travel and Tourism  , it is a really 
interesting course you learn all sorts you never knew before  . Such as different 
airlines  , airports , job opportunities , tour operators , hotels and tourist boards. I 
really enjoy studying the course and the teachers are so lovely and helpful.  

 

I am actually thinking about changing my course next year to childcare , to go work 
with young kids or disabled kids because I have studied Travel and Tourism and I 
don't think that it's the job I wanted to do , but I studied to have something behind 
me if I ever wanted to do the job I planned.  

 

My plan moving forward is to finish the course I am studying in June time and try 
to pass my maths and English get my certificate for level 2 Travel and Tourism 
and have this behind me in case I choose to ever want to work in the travel 
industry and then change my course completely. I would like to get an 
apprenticeship working with young kids/disabled kids. I would like to do this job 



 

because I have experience with having a disabled sister and I like working with 
young kids. 

 

 How long have you been studying your course for?  

 

What are your future plans? 

 

Yours Faithfully,  

 

Ellie T  

 

12/02/2021 

 

RE: Introductions 

 

Dear Students of Shipley College, 

I am writing to you as both your teacher and our teacher have put in an effort to 
create a kind of link where students of Shipley College and Waltham Forest 
College exchange work in different forms as we have previously sent a summary 
and this time you will receive it as a letter. My name is Muhammad Adnan Saeed, 
born in the UK but raised in multiple countries, from my name you must have 
already figured that I am a Muslim and addition to that my ethnicity is British – 
Asian(Pakistani). 

My permanent residence has always been in east London but I have lived in 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. They both differ from here a lot but mostly because of 
religious ways. I have also been to Turkey and Dubai which are both beautiful but I 
wouldn’t want to ruin the experience for you. Fun fact: I have been to 2 other 
countries but I was too young to remember them but the countries I visited were 
Egypt and Scotland. 

I usually tell people that if I there was to be one love of my life it would be Football 
but I am good at a lot of other sports as well e.g. Basketball, Field Hockey, Cricket 
etc. Calling it a game is a understatement and if you don’t know what I’m talking 
about I was referring to Chess which is a game that requires a lot of brains. I have 
spent more than half of my life in a boarding school where I believe I have learnt 
and experienced so much more than I could’ve being a public school student and if 
I had to choose between living all those years again or living the life of a normal 
public school student I would choose that again. 



My thoughts about the subject we have in common are that it develops our skills 
in a very creative and organised way. I unfortunately have to do it as my grades 
haven’t been converted from the secondary school qualifications I have received 
but it truly has added a lot to my knowledge and has taught me new ways of 
solving problems. 

I have provided you with a good amount of information on myself so if you have 
any questions you would like to ask me, be free to ask. 

Thanks for taking the time for reading my letter and hopefully you reply back. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Muhammad Adnan Saeed 

 

 

4 of march 2021 

 

RE: introductions  

Dear Muhammad Adnan Saeed, 

I am writing to you because our colleges wanted us to send letters to each other. 
Lo and behold my teacher gave me your letter to read and respond to. Hello I am 
Connor. I was born in the UK too. You probably can tell by name that I am Irish 
catholic.   

I have always lived in the UK however I have moved around two times do however i 
currently live in Bradford. Bradford is a very different place to places you have lived 
in before for example most of Bradford is not a very nice place to live especially 
where i live in Bradford. In fact you would be lucky if you walked ten minutes 
without seeing rubbish on the floor or some gang related graffiti on a shop’s 
window. Fun Fact about 1000 crimes are reported daily in Bradford. Also I heard 
that London also has an incredibly high crime rate. Maybe you could tell me about 
the high crime rates in your city. However Bradford may be infected and covered in 
festering wounds I would not have it any other way. I would rather be scared than 
be null and safe. 

Speaking of null and safe, how was boarding school Muhammad? I would like to 
tell me a bit more of your experience there. But that's my idea of a boarding 
school. A lot of people are placed in dorms safe from the outside world and never 
challenged ideologically all conforming because of the threat of expulsion. Maybe 
boarding school is not as santised as I think it is? 

I may not be good at a vast amount of sports and a game called Chess that you 
mentioned in your letter however i don’t play. However what i do choose to try and 



 

master i become very intent on trying to be the best at it. Like my need to 
disassemble anything that uses a battery and try to put it back together and the 
same goes with books and movies however when i take apart a text i don’t use a 
hammer but a pen. One of the best feelings of my life was when I fixed an old 
broken gameboy where as most people would have seen it as outdated and sent it 
away to be destroyed. You may have been to a boarding school however I think 
that you can find more answers in old technology then any book can give you but 
what do you think about that? 

However i do think that's all i have to about what you have told me but i would 
genuinely like to 

Know what boarding school is like for someone who has been to one. I would also 
like to learn more about your travels to Pakistan and Saudi Arabia because my 
understanding of these countries is weak at best and would like to hear more 
about your experiences in those countries.  

Yours sincerely, 

Connor  

 

 

  



These four students were involved with the OTLA project from start to finish and 
completed all the surveys, peer review and letter writing work.  

The survey question was ‘What has helped you most to make progress in English 
this year?’ 

I've definitely gained more confidence in my reading of different texts and 
understanding the concept and meaning of new words. 

Identifying the language techniques and knowing where to put them I my creative 
writing 

The assessments we had helped me in English this year it helped me to have better 
writing skills and vocabulary. 

Inspiration from my teacher and other students.

Shipley context: Last year, the Level 2 Business Studies class was identified as a 
cause for concern. No students achieved a grade 4. There was a poor work ethic and 
low level disruption in class. This year, students have achieved significantly better. 
The attitude to learning is positive as shown by responses above and students feel 
that they have made progress. 

The questions 

Shipley College allowed students to identify and judge for themselves their progress, 
confidence and skill level. They were also empowered with active statements such 
as ‘I need to practise ..’  

The group has made great progress, attendance and engagement have been 
moderate or high. One SEND student who has progressed from Entry Level to pre-
GCSE and now GCSE has worked with increasing independence and now achieved a 
grade 4. I asked students what helped them learn and as well as the written answers 
given above they told me informally, ‘When the teacher helps us, that’s good’, ‘I like it 
when we do fun things in class’, ‘I got to concentrate more this year’, ‘We do good 
work’.  



 

We also invited Matt Gordon to our online class and our students interviewed him 
and gave their views. They asked him questions such as ‘What do you think of 
Northerners?’ and ‘If there was no covid, would you still want online lessons?’ They 
reported that they had enjoyed online classes as they had personal space and felt 
they got more done but also that they like face to face as they are motivated by other 
students in class, learn better and there are no network problems.  

Aleeza said she had found the letter exchange between the two colleges ‘fun and 
interactive’ and Abi said ‘The letter we did, I absolutely loved it - speaking to 
someone the same age and getting a connection and a reply, it intrigued me. We 
learnt life skills and it went towards English.’ Another student added ‘Reading the 
letters gave a great insight into what its like for other students. It allowed me to 
improve my English as it gave me ways to describe my city.’ Aleeza and Abi were 
very positive about the cross college collaboration and communicating with people 
they didn’t know. ‘We got confidence from meeting other people’. Naheem and 
Aleeza discussed the letter writing task. Naheem said he had ‘enjoyed it and told his 
mum’. Aleeza added ‘Its like connecting to older times when people didn’t have a 
phone’. Naheem replied, ‘Its more powerful with a letter, you can describe your 
emotions more’.  

This type of reflective communication and peer support which has been prompted by 
the Action Research has created good peer mentoring and support which has also 
empowered students to take initiative in their learning. 

Shipley College Students also expressed an appreciation to me afterwards that I had 
‘made the effort to do stuff’. I think this has proved to be important with all the 
groups that we have worked with in both colleges - in a year of lockdown, students 
have gained a new appreciation of their classes as a chance to communicate, learn 
something and make new connections. More than ever, students have said ‘thanks 
Miss’ and ‘How are you?’ as the replacement of a register with an online ‘check-in 
and chat’ has build relationships. Students have had a positive response to the idea 
that tutors have collaborated. Aleeza: ‘I think we have benefited from teachers 
collaboration’. Throughout the year Matt and I have continued to ask the students to 
reflect on their learning and complete the short ILP google forms as part of the 
Action Research. This has enabled us to respond to their views, gain feedback on 
what is working and what is having less of an impact and most importantly for me it 
has placed the student voice at the centre of our work together. 

  


