
Appendix 3: Thinking Folk Conversation Example Highlights 

 

 My name is Karen and I come from Newcastle. 

 My name is Ahmed and I'm from in Europe. 

 Hello everyone. My name is Stefania and I'm from Romania. 

 Hello everyone. My name is Aisha, I am from Germany. Hello, everyone. 

  

I've got four questions we've got why is it important to welcome people? How do you make people 

feel welcome? When have you felt welcome? And what does it mean to be generous? Which of 

these questions would you like to discuss first?  

  

So, let’s start with- When have you felt welcome? 

 Karen (tutor) 

I'm thinking of myself, and I've obviously lived in another country as well. And I'm also thinking about 

when maybe your children start school, or when you start a new job, it's also really important to feel 

welcome. When you go to another country, you can feel quite alone, you can feel like everybody 

else knows each other, You can feel a bit stressed, you can feel a bit worried, you have all of these 

very strong personal feelings. So, whether it's starting a new job with your colleagues, and they say, 

‘come in, come in have a cup of coffee, Karen sit down’, or when it's children starting school, it’s 

such an important thing to feel that you're not alone?  

 Ahmed 

Just to be kind I think a neighbor is first thing is very, very important. When you live at home, you 

must be kind with neighbors because this is also your friends and you're saying look the families 

also but it's not near to you and not in the city isn't another system.  

 Karen (tutor) 

So, neighbours can make us feel welcome. Can anyone tell us about a neighbor who has made 

them feel welcome? 

 Aisha 

I shipped here from Germany. I also very nervous because it's totally changed for me language and 

environment are everything. Then my neighbors really kindly and they make me a comfort now 

sometimes they every time comes when you need it and help when you want to speak, and we can 

understand you don't have too much speak good English. It's good experience for you because the 

first year I was nervous what happened. It's generally to find people in the UK do welcome … in 

generally there are very good very good people. For example, I have my neighbour, she's old lady, I 

think she's 80 years now. And she knows my little son for the first time we met I think, and she know 

my son from that time and all the time when done go to nursery and the primary school my son say 

hello. She always say hello and help me. 

 Karen (tutor) 



Can you think of a time Stefania? 

 Stefania 

I apply for my job; in my mind they don't accept me because my language is not very good. And I 

have a lot of stuff in my mind, and I say oh, no, no, no, this is not for me. And when I heard the 

interview the manager of the school says okay don't be worried because you are very good and you 

need to have trust in you and everything is fine okay, I accepted you but why my English is not 

good? And she said I accepted because I want to give you a chance because you look like a kind 

person. I want to give you a chance that the language is not important for me it's important how to 

comfort the children.  

 The conversation continues and more stories of experience are shared… 


